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climate change (Daily Mirror)



why we might be interested...
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• a) There is an overwhelming range of evidence that climate change is 
taking place, and that this is caused by human activity.

• b) This leads to the questions: What's this to do with the Wandle? 
Why all the fuss about climate change? What is it? What will it do? 
Where do we go from here?



1 Introduction: The Wandle 
Festival, and the River Wandle

• The Wandle, about AD 500



1a Climate change and the Wandle

a) The Wandle is one small part of the local environment that will be 
affected by climate change.
b) By the end of the current century more rainfall (and more irregular 
rainfall episodes) will cause:
• i) More (and worse) flooding.
• ii) Worsening water quality because of sewerage, or chemical or 

thermal pollution.
• iii) Reduced biological diversity because of pollution and 

the difficulties of adaptation.



2 Climate change: why all the fuss?

Climate change is potentially the biggest threat faced by humanity:
• a) Rising temperatures are expected to (fully or partially) melt ice caps 

and rising sea levels will flood low-lying areas.
• b) Extreme weather events are expected to become more common.
• c) These are expected to result in shortage of water and food in some 

areas, with major displacements of people.



3 What is it?

Rising global levels of 
carbon dioxide



Rising global temperature



Predicted rises in future 
global temperature



4 What can we do about it?

• Any more sustainable future (and a more sustainable way of treating 
the Wandle) will probably need to take into account:
• people, planet, and profit: that is, the needs of the population, the 

environment, and the economy.



a. Opposition

• Now, opposition tends to be 
implied, rather than open (Daily 
Mail).



b. Action

• a) If we are unadventurous (source: Green Great Britain project):
• Households: Improve your insulation, Upgrade your heating controls, Get a smart meter, 

Turn off your electronic devices, Understand where your pension is invested, Walk or 
cycle on short journeys, Consider an electric vehicle, Recycle and avoid food waste, Use a 
reusable coffee cup.

• Businesses: Prevent waste by reusing and recycling, Cut your energy use, Get a smart 
meter, Improve your buildings, Review your vehicle fleet, Engage with your employees, 
Prioritise at Board Level, Find out if your business can benefit from ‘green’ tax reliefs, 
Find out if your business can benefit from government investment, Understand the long-
term risks and opportunities of climate change for your business.

• b) If we are a little more adventurous (source: FOE): Improve home insulation, Reduce 
heating emissions, Increase household appliance efficiency, Increase lighting 
efficiency, Change diet, Generate low carbon heat, Reduce vehicle emissions, Fly 
less, Cycle and walk more, Use public transport, Decarbonise your 
workplace, Decarbonise your school, Campaign.


