Wandsworth Friends of the Earth

Meeting, Thursday May 9, 2019
at St Thomas à Becket Church Hall, Santos Road
Discussion

Action

Agent

Next meeting on the second
Thursday in May.

TGB
All

1 Welcome, attendees and apologies
Present: Izzi Coppin (IC), Mike Gran – Treasurer (MG), Susie Morrow
(SM), Yelena Richie (YR), Piera Sabbattini (PS),Terry Brown –
Coordinator (TGB)

Apologies: Cathy Schade, Stuart Oliver, James Banks, Vicki
Carol
Welcome: TGB welcomed the new attendee, Izzi Coppin. TGB
hoped she would find the meeting suﬃciently interesting and that
she would come to future meetings.

2 Activities in the coming months
TGB explained that he was very keen that the group should embark
on some "campaigning" activities and that he really would like at
least one activity or campaign to be agreed to work on by the end
of the meeting. He pointed out that the focus should be on
Wandsworth, because the UK FOE dealt with broader national
issues and it was pointed out that they are currently in court
regarding the Heathrow extension proposals.
There was a brief discussion of the the Fact that Wednesdays are
not good evenings for everybody and it was agreed that at least for
the next meeting we would change the meeting night to Thursday.

2.1 Public event with a theme based on food: TGB recalled an
Develop ideas for a ‘food
email sent out by YR and thought this was still an idea to be
event’ further.
pursued, mentioning that a report by published by the Lancet, the
British medical journal in association with EAT entitled ‘Food Planet
Health’ provided a good reference point. Obviously the diet included
a substantial reduction in consumption of meat and increased
consumption of fruit, vegetables and pulses. Can this be developed
further and is there synergy with the proposal for a film, discussed
later. (see also item 4.9 below)

YR
All

2.2 WhatsApp Group: TGB raised the possibility of starting a
WhatsApp group for Wandsworth Friends of the Earth, which he
thought it would provide a place where we could lodge ideas and
developments in activities and campaigning. This could ensure that
these ideas were kept in a place in a group and away from the
welter of emails most people experience. TGB was looking for the
group’s thoughts about this. YR pointed out that people joining the
group would only see posts that followed their joining and not what
had gone before. There was a discussion which touched on the
need to to disclose mobile phone numbers and the fact that it is a
smart phone based App, but there is a related desktop/Laptop
version. This relies on the phone though. MG thought that
WhatsApp is a useful application and there was a suggestion that
the group could be in some ways “exclusive”.
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TGB emphasised that the WhatsApp forum should only be used for
in the development of ideas and activities and not for the kinds of
communications usually made through email or text.
IC set up a WhatsApp group in the meeting and made TGB an
administrator. All present were asked to join the group. It was
agreed that there should be a trial run to see how it worked out.

WFOE members to join the
WhatsApp Group and start
to post ideas for a trial run

All

2.3 Visit to the WRWA recycling Plant: PS explained that she had
been on a visit to the WRWA recycling plant in Smugglers Way. The
plant serves for councils, Chelsea, Wandsworth, Hammersmith &
Fulham and Lambeth. The plant deals with both recycling and
general waste. The general waste is transported by barge down the
Thames to an incinerating plant at Belvedere, in the London
Borough of Bexley in Kent. PC thought that considerable time was
taken in sorting and separating the combined recycling in the clear
sacks and she had taken videos of some of these processes.
Operatives sort the paper and card from the mixed recycling by
hand. The plant employs approximately 80 people working from six
in the morning until 10 at night in shifts. The plant handles an
average of 350 tons of recyclable refuse each day. From the mixed
recycling brought it to the plants only 50% goes forward as
uncontaminated and the other 50% goes to general waste. Paper
and card is recycled to produce more paper and card; plastic is
recycled into new plastic goods; Glass of suﬃcient quality can be
recycled but much of it is downgraded into aggregates or sand for
construction. WRWA requires caps on glass jars and bottles to be
removed as they contaminate the broken glass for recycling.
Regarding plastic bottles, caps should be removed unless the bottle
is first crashed. This is because when they crush the bottles in the
plant the caps tend to pop oﬀ and then they are too small and clog
the machines.
PS explained at that there was new legislation coming in to require
that manufacturers recycle the packaging that they create. PS was
also concerned that the mixed recycling approach was expensive in
time and Labour because of the need to separate it prior to sending
oﬀ materials for recycling and she enquired as to why the public
were not required to separate recycling at home. The answer is that
there are large numbers of apartments in the boroughs and that
there is little space to accommodate segregated recycling material
in apartment buildings. PS thought that this was a rather weak
excuse as many places, particularly in other countries, do separate
their recycled material at source.
PS also made the point that a totally diﬀerent approach to the waste
problem is to lobby for less and diﬀerent forms of packaging so that
all forms of waste are reduced.
TGB asked if PS had had discovered what happens to the recycling
once it is separated at the WRWA site. PS responded, explaining
that the general waste was incinerated LA plant that produced
electrical energy supplied into the National Grid. She was not sure
what happened to recycled material.
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TGB commented that PS had clearly gone into quite a lot of detail in
her investigation of waste and recycling activities and so he asked if
she had come to conclusions about what part WFOE could play to
bring about improvements in this area. PS thought that one area
was to encourage people to cut down on their purchases of
packaged goods and also to look into the possibility of sorting
recycling material at source in the home.
SM pointed out that Wandsworth used to have segregated recycling
with diﬀerent coloured bags for diﬀerent materials, but, again, it was
the problem of suﬃcient space to store the diﬀerent bags at home
especially in apartments.
TGB asked whether the group thought there was some mileage for
WFOE in the recycling issue and SM thought we could tweet about
the issues. PS asked if there was some way of handing back the
responsibility of all packaging and containers to the manufacturers.
MG said that manufacturers were already responsible for certain
single use items and packaging, but they just oﬄoaded
responsibility onto others, though they still had to pay for this. One
million people produce 350 tons of refuse per day. SM wanted to do
the calculation and the result 350 grams per day per person
sounded about right.
TGB asked PS if she could write up the thoughts and experiences
that she had explained following her visit to the WRWA plant. SM
asked if during the visit there was any mention of the fact that
Wandsworth recycling is going down and is amongst the lowest. PS
said this hadn't been mentioned but it had been pointed out that
more things can now be recycled including black plastic which was
hitherto a problem and the tops on plastic bottles which can be
screwed back on provided that the bottle is crushed beforehand.
Tops exploding oﬀ plastic bottles when they are crushed in that the
processing plant then cause a problem by clogging the machines.

PS to write up her
experiences and thoughts
following her visit to the
WRWA plant. Others to
consider activities related to
recycling

PS
All

TGB to tweet Heidelberg
image once received from
SM

TGB

YR expressed her dismay at the lack of recycling carried out by the
catering industry. She believed that there was next to no recycling
and that everything just went into the general waste.
PS works within research and was also astounded by the amount of
packaging that all the products used came in. She explained that
Imperial College is trying to become greener with the"leaf initiative”.
One of the ideas was to put pressure on suppliers to recycle their
packaging.
SM showed a picture of a pop-up recycling station that she and MG
had seen in Heidelberg. This was a location where people could
leave useful things that they no longer needed and others could
take them. MG explained that there was a notice on the shopping
trolley, which formed the basis of the pop up station that explain not
only what it was about but also the scientific and philosophical
background to why was there. TGB oﬀered to tweet the image.
2.3 Food focussed event: TGB referred to the last meeting and the
quite extended discussion about a food focus for a public event. YR
had spoken quite a lot about this at the meeting and TGB wondered
if she had developed her thoughts further. YR explained that she
had sent an email out following the last meeting, but she was not
prepared to ‘go it alone’ in staging a public event. TGB said that this
was not what was expected and, if an event was to be staged, it
would be done by the group as a whole. He believed that a food
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focus could be quite good because from the food idea it is possible Continue to develop the
to go oﬀ in various directions, which are relevant in their impact on
idea of a food focus event
the environment. YR pointed out that the theme should be "healthy
food”, in other words organic food or at least food that has not been
produced using toxic chemicals etc.. She thought that a good way
to deal with this was to stage an event on promoting food which is
good for personal health. PS mentioned the issue of eating less
meat and IC thought that this is a good idea and it isn’t necessary
to suggest that's people should become a vegan, only to suggest
reducing consumption of meat. TGB said that he would like to keep
the ‘food event’ idea alive and suggested that group members give
it more thought.

YR
PS
All

3 A possible WFOE film:
3.1 TGB asked YR to explain more about the possibility of a film. YR
explained that it was actually an oﬀer made on behalf of of her start
up company, which aimed to produce videos, to put together a
video for WFOE at no cost. The idea was that this could be used as
part of their marketing. YR recalled that there had been a discussion
about a video which had been proposed in the past. TGB explained
that this had indeed been a proposal and that the subject had been
recycling. The group had spent some considerable time on
preparing to create a video in the past but the idea had not been
developed, mainly because the WRWA had not been at all
cooperative. TGB explained that the idea of the video was to
produce a very short movie that could be shown in shopping
centres and other ‘public’ areas really just explaining what can and
can't be recycled as there is still huge confusion in this area. PS had
taken some videos in the WRWA plant when she visited, but there
was general concern that the WRWA would not be happy for us to
include footage of the inside of the plant in a movie and we would
have to get permission.
3.2 TGB further explained that the previous idea for the video had
been simply to explain why it was a good idea to recycle, what
happened to the material that is recycled and also to explain what
can and can't be recycled. IC asked where it was proposed to show
the video and TGB explained that while it could be put on YouTube,
the group had a local focus and so the idea was to show in
shopping centres or other local public spaces. We hadn't really
worked out how this could be done. There was a fairly extended
discussion about to where a WFOE video might be shown and IC
thought shopping centres would be a good idea but she also
anticipated that there would be a charge. IC thought there might be
other venues such as community groups and doctors’ surgeries
where a free viewing might be possible. She thought that
community centres and amenity groups might wish to feature it at
no cost to WFOE.
3.3 Thinking about how the video might be made public lead to a
short discussion about the video display/Phone charging points that
are popping up around Wandsworth and MJ explained that these
were entirely commercial and primarily functioned as data collection
points. He pointed out that if you're using your phone when you go
near and it is connected to Wi-Fi or has Bluetooth operating then
the station can collect data from your phone. TGB thought this was
worthy of further investigation.
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3.4 PS explained at that WRWA had referred her to a recycling in
London website https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/
environment/waste-and-recycling where the impact of recycling
something was quantified in terms of the energy saved . YR
explained that the film could feature easy-to-understand
quantitative information to explain the extent and the value of
recycling. YR pointed out that the content of the video was up to us
and might include people being interviewed or talking, pictures and
graphics.
It was agreed that WFOE
would like to develop a
recycling video with YR and
her company. Ideas to be
developed.

YR
TGB
All

4.1 WFOE leaflets: SM did take some of the WFOE leaflets into
Earlesfield library and they accepted them. TGB explained that the
leaflets were also intended to be linked to the website where the
issues they raise could be explained in more detail. He had asked at
the last meeting if group members could write pieces for the
website but as yet haven't received any.

Use leaflets when
discussing the issues they
deal with. Group members
to write on issues for the
website

All

4.2 Petitioning the Council: The idea of formulating a petition,
mentioned in the last minutes, did not draw forth great enthusiasm
from the group and it seems that in a sense we’re all suﬀering from
petition fatigue. Reference was however made to petitions that get
put in place by organisations such as 38°, that might be worthy of
support from WFOE.

Identify existing petitions
that WFOE might support

All

3.5 YR confirmed that her company would do the video completely
based on a fairly outline storyboard produced by WFOE. It seemed
that the recycling theme will be the best one to take up for the video
and YR suggested that there might be an interview with PS that
could be a part of it on the basis that while we probably couldn't
use the video she shot at WRWA there's no reason why she can't
talk about what she saw and her thoughts. TGB was keen to
continue with the video and made the point that while we only meet
as a group bimonthly there was no reason why a specialised group
dealing with a particular subject couldn't meet in between the
Group meetings to progress a particular project.
3.6 IC also raised the subject of clothes and recycling, pointing out
that the fashion industry promotes a short-term view and is wasteful
and exploitative.
3.7 TGB mentioned in passing that the health care industry is
probably the biggest user of single use throwaway items. SM
thought this is obviously for reasons of sterility and so it is possibly
an area that is sacrosanct. PS said that in laboratories equipment
that once was glass is now almost exclusively plastic and throw
away.

4 Some actions from the previous minutes
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4.3 Merton Road drinking fountain: TGB admitted that he had not
made any progress with WBC over the drinking water fountain at
the junction of Merton Road and Buckhold Road. He intended still
to take this up as he understood that Wandsworth were installing
was fountains in various areas. SM pointed out that the fountains
were installed with mayoral/GLA funding and so the question to
Wandsworth would be: Would you like to apply to the mayor for
funding to install a drinking fountain in the Victorian structure?

Write to Council regarding
the Merton Road drinking
fountain

TGB

4.4 Lobbying Wandsworth Councillors: SM proposed that we
Formulate questions to put
might be able to ask questions of local councillors. She was trying
to WBC Councillors
to think of examples and suggested that one might be to enquire as
to what the Councils policy was with regard to street parties.
Another possibility might be to enquire as to whether allotment sites
could be introduced in some wards. Clearly allotments have great
value for the people working them and also for biodiversity. Car
parks might be converted. The point that SM was making was that
it is our locally elected representatives, i.e. Councillors, who make
the decisions and we could probe as to how the Council could
improve living conditions in the borough in various ways and make it
easier for people to live more sustainably.

All

4.5 Air quality: PS suggested that one of the issues that questions
Develop questions to put to
could be asked about is air pollution.TGB referred to the
Ward Councillors about air
Wandsworth Environment Forum meeting with Councillors and
quality actions
Oﬃcers to discuss the Wandsworth Air Quality plan. IC said that the
Mayor had come under quite a bit of pressure for the poor air
quality in London so now maybe is the time to put the pressure on.
MG made the point that the mayor has precious little control over air
quality other than through TFL and the buses and major transport
routes. The real power lies with the Boroughs who control the
ordinary streets. IC thought that this was still the opportunity to
lobby the Council.

All

4.6 WFOE website: Regarding the WFOE website, TGB said he was Forward thoughts on
still looking for comments and ideas from the group.
website to TGB

All
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4.7 FOE young people initiative: At the last meeting Vicki Carroll
had asked TGB whether he knew anything about the national
Friends of the Earth about their young people initiative. He didn't
and he undertook to contact FoE. This hasn't yet happened.

Check with National FOE
whether the ‘young people
initiative’ is progressing

TGB

SM, IC and TGB to write to
MPs regarding lack of
attendance at Climate
Change debate

SM
IC
TGB

4.8 Venues for a WFOE public event:The question of venues for a
public event had been discussed last time and it was still a live
issue TGB. Didn't I Think that beeson Thomas a Becket Hall would
be that appropriate but it would make enquiries. He also raise the
possibility of the Society of Friends meeting hall in the centre of
Wandsworth who advertised in their rooms. SM was familiar with
the facilities available but pointed out that alcohol is not allowed on
the premises.
4.9 Food themed public event: With a public event in mind, PS
wondered whether a food event at which vegetarian food was
promoted would be a good idea. Vegan food has become very
fashionable. It was likely that we would attract more people with an
event that promoted low meat consumption rather than giving it up
altogether. There was considerable discussion of diﬀerent types of
vegan and vegetarian food and a general consensus that the
options that try to mimic meet meals are not very attractive, that
those there are many very tasty forms a vegan and vegetarian food.
(See also item 2.1 above)
4.10 Pollinator paths: This initiative seems to have fizzled out. SM
made the point that the only way to challenge the current business
as usual system is through projects and while these were fine when
they were virile and funded, sooner or later the funds run out and
the project almost certainly withers away.

4 AOB
PS thought that there was a tendency to assume that the Council
controlled all and in fact they tended to deal with the disposal end
of things whereas the supermarkets and retailers were the ones we
should be lobbying as the producers. Particularly in the area of
packaging she thought there was strong consumer interest in
reducing the amount of packaging on products. IC agreed that
consumers can aﬀect producers and cited the current use of
organic milk by both Starbucks and McDonald’s.
PS also drew attention to the Extinction Rebellion organisation
https://rebellion.earth
MG had nothing further to raise
SM Referred to the climate change debate and noted that none of
our three MPs in Wandsworth has attended the debate. She thought
it would be good if we wrote individually to the MPs asking them
why they hadn't attended the debate. He had drafted a letter and
propose to send it to Rosina Allin Kahn. TGB agreed to write it to
Justine Greening. IC is a Battersea constituent and was happy to
write a letter to Marsha de Cordova. SM agreed that while we were
writing as individual constituents, we should mention that we were
members of WFOE.
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YR said that she was passionate about small companies that
produce alternative products such as vegan shoes. She was
promoting an organisation called ‘Ethical Connections’ which can
be found on YouTube.
IC had nothing further to raise

5 Next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would held on May 9

All

——————————————————————————––
The meeting concluded at approximately 9:15 PM
Appendix 1: Merton Road Victorian drinking fountain
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