
Wandsworth Friends of the Earth: Group Meeting 
March 14, 2018

item discussion proposed action Action

1 Welcome, Attendees and Apologies:                                                                               
Those present were as follows:                                                                                                                                                                                                
Mike Grahn (MG)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Jeannette Leigh (JL)                                                                                                                            
Peter McLoughlan (PMcL)                                                                                                                 
Susie Morrow (SM)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Cathy Schade (CS)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Terry Brown (TGB) – Coordinator                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Apologies had been received from Paul Dinsdale, Stuart Oliver and prospective new 
group members Collette Goulding and Ralph Palmer.    

2 Review of Actions Strategy for 2018: TGB opened the meeting by reaffirming the 
decision to have something of a fresh start for 2018 and that this was agreed at the 
last meeting. Referring to the Campaign Matrix diagram (attached in Appendix D), 
he explained that the three principal areas of focus that the group had thought we 
would move forward with are: "Help Nature”," Eat Better" and "Use Less 
Stuff” (these topics are each explained in outline in the notes of the WFOE group 
meeting on January 10 https://wandsworthfriendsearth.files.wordpress.com/
2018/01/wfoemeetingnote02018-0110.pdf).                                                                                                           
These focusses have been chosen from the nine campaigns indicated in the 
National FOE website. They had been adopted because it was felt there could be a 
specifically Wandsworth dimension to each of them. Other previous campaigning 
areas, in particular the "Air-quality" focus, had been partially set aside because so 
many other groups were now focusing on it.                                                                                                                           
TGB had uploaded onto the website some material on each of these campaign 
possibilities. The choice of new areas of focus had been made to reinvigorate the 
group and try to move forward from words to actions. As not everybody had been 
present at the meeting when these decisions were made, those present at this 
meeting were consulted.

JL expressed a strong discontent with the new focus. She explained that she was 
very concerned that we had dropped the activity on "air quality”. TGB explained 
that the view had been taken that many groups were now pursuing this subject very 
strongly and in particular Wandsworth Environment Forum (WEF) had arranged 
regular meetings with Houda Al Sharifi, Director of Public Health at WBC. JL 
however, maintained that pressure needs to be kept up on all fronts with a view to 
getting WBC to take effective action to improve air quality in the borough rather 
than just monitoring levels.                                                                                          
There was an extended discussion of what action we might be asking WBC to take 
in order to seriously improve air quality and it was acknowledged that the main 
threat to air quality, heavy vehicular traffic on our main roads, needed to be 
addressed, but that it was politically difficult for the Council to do this (This may 
change after the London elections in May).                                                                   
SM made the point that mode shift and active travel were strong positive incentives 
that would reduce vehicular movement and particularly private petrol and diesel 
cars.                                                                                                                                   
As a result of JL’s strongly argued case to maintain air quality on the WFOE agenda, 
we agreed to reintroduce it as one of our focus campaigns. JL agreed to take up a 
"Champion” role for this focus area. She will be contacting Dave Kennett who is the 
officer acting as ‘team leader for environmental initiatives’. JL was concerned that 
there could be major changes in the Council following the forthcoming elections 
and wondered if it might be best to leave contact with the Council until after 
elections, but was reassured that Mr Kennett is a member of the permanent Council 
staff and would only leave the Council’s employment if he resigned or was made 
redundant for some reason. This would be nothing to do with the elections. On the 
other hand Councillor Jonathan Cook is a Counsellor and member of the Cabinet 
and is thus an elected representative subject to re-election.

It was agreed that JL would make contact 
with Dave Kennett to arrange a meeting with 
WFOE to discuss progress with Borough 
activities directed towards improvements in 
air quality. JL & All

The group went on to discuss the three possible campaign topics chosen at the 
previous meeting 
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1) Help Nature: JL enquired as to what "help nature" meant. TGB explained that 
National FOE is promoting looking after wild and natural space https://
friendsoftheearth.uk/nature and has a scheme entitled "Natures keepers" http://
www.natures-keepers.org which is about people who take different kinds of action 
to look after natural and wild spaces near them. This, for instance, includes clearing 
litter or campaigning for maintenance of hedges fences and indeed many other 
specific things relating to flora and fauna. TGB reiterated some of sentiments 
expressed at the last meeting, which were recorded in the notes as follows: “While 
group members were not entirely clear of the actual focus of this campaign, it 
seemed to be a good "Banner" for some of the work of that WFOE had already 
embarked on. In particular the discussions on the extent to which Wandsworth 
Borough Council values and maintains its green spaces and the work done by 
Lynne McNulty on the Tideway project at the north end of King George's Park were 
areas where we had begun to discuss possible actions.                                                                                                                                        
TGB explained that he believed the “Natures Keepers” scheme was a National FOE 
monitoring of local initiatives. "Natures keepers" could be people looking after a 
particular bit of natural environment and making sure that it wasn't abused or 
bringing it into a better state. This could very much be a focus for WFOE and it was 
agreed that we would identify an area in Wandsworth where we could monitor the 
stewardship of the natural environment both by local people and by local 
government. It was felt that this could be a attractive activity and might be the 
subject of a weekend “reconnaissance” to see what was going on and what might 
be done. TGB agreed to suggest an area of focus for our first foray into looking after 
the local natural environment.”

Since the last meeting, TGB had drawn up and circulated a map with proposed 
study areas set out for the "help nature" initiative. This had been sent out to the 
group for comment. No comments have been received, but in the meeting we 
looked at the map again and it was agreed that it could form the basis of a 
continuing "reconnaissance" of the natural environment in Wandsworth’s urban 
areas and open spaces. It was also agreed that, even though it was still quite a 
large area to study, Area A would be the first area for WFOE to take a look at. Area 
A, like each of the areas, included some major public open space, but also, 
uniquely, a substantial stretch of riverfront as well as large part of the town centre 
and the Ram Brewery development site.

TGB explained that what he anticipated was that, from time to time, group 
members could walk parts of the area and note and maybe photograph examples 
of good and bad natural areas, planting, stewardship etc. This would include public 
open space, but also private space as in the major housing developments along the 
Thames and streets and other open public and private spaces.                                                                                                                  
It will be experimental to start off with, but it is hoped that the group will make some 
progress before the next meeting. What we find out about the care and stewardship 
of nature within the open area may very well point to a campaign focus.                                     
There was a discussion on such things as “guerrilla gardening”, planning 
applications and encroachment of development into hitherto nature intensive/open 
space areas.

TGB to champion the “Help Nature” study 
and all to contribute to exploring the area 
and reporting back any observations or 
initiatives to the group. TGB & All

One particular issue was raised by CS. This is the potential encroachment of private 
space into the public area of Wandsworth Park at its north-western corner. There 
was a lot of discussion of this and that there seems to be some lack of clarity as to 
what actually is going on. CS mentioned that the planning application that had been 
made by a group of local residents was turned down by WBC, but that the 
applicants had gone to appeal and that it was currently with the Planning 
Inspectorate.                                                                                                               
POST MEETING NOTE: CS has prepared a very useful briefing on the subject which 
has been sent out to Group members and is included here in Appendix A. 

WFOE and group members to lodge 
objections to the Appeal and CS to continue 
to monitor CS & All

2) Eat Well: Once again, TGB was challenged on the meaning of this campaign and 
the group looked at some of the material that he had uploaded to the Wandsworth 
FOE website. This is included the principal facets of the "Eat Well” campaign: 
choose less and better meat; halve food waste; support great farmers; shop local 
and buy seasonal; buy bee-friendly food; pledge to eat better. We also dipped into 
the extract from the FOE website: “Sixteen things you need to know about food and 
the environment”.                                                                                                        
POST MEETNG NOTE: TGB has also uploaded the extract from Wendell Berry’s 
writings: ”The pleasure of eating: what to do” which was ‘dipped into’ at the 
meeting–also included here in Appendix B.                                                                                                                            
It is clear that diet has a big effect on both health and the wider environmental 
issues of habitat loss, extinctions, biodiversity loss and climate change. What was 
not so clear was whether WFOE can frame a campaign around this.                                                                        
If there is a campaign for WFOE, it will take longer to formulate and TGB agreed to 
take on that task.                                                                                                                                       
We got into discussion of food growing and allotments. Susie and Mike have an 
allotment and believe they were very lucky to get it; apparently there is now an eight 
year waiting-list! What was agreed was that we will have our July meeting in the 
allotment area (weather permitting) and that Susie and Mike arrange a tour of their 
allotment.                                         

TGB to champion the"Eat well" Focus and 
to explore possible activities for WFOE. It 
was agreed that the WFOE meeting on July 
11 would be held in the area of Mike and 
Susie's allotment

TGB                     
SM, MG & ALL

JL asked the group if they had seen the extract from the Waitrose newsletter 
advertising the” Chocolate avocado”. Another example things we don't really need!
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3) Use Less Stuff: This campaign is also embryonic! The group looked at the FOE 
piece on "Solutions to overconsumption” https://
wandsworthfriendsearth.wordpress.com/use-less-stuff/. Here, the emphasis is on 
finding ways of lifestyle and life satisfaction other than through consumption. To 
quote FOE: “Unfortunately, our ‘I am what I buy’ culture is an obstacle. It leads to 
farcical advertising slogans like “Be yourself” – as if wearing mass-produced 
fragrance can give you a true sense of who you really are.”

These other ways can be social, sports and other kinds of interests which are 
identified by FOE as “more meaningful ways of defining identity”. To quote the 
notes of our last meeting: “Once again, as this is a campaign that relates to 
personal action and consumer Preferences, it was thought a good one for WFOE to 
take up. We have already done work on waste and recycling, though we haven't 
taken it very far into the public realm.                                                                
Wandsworth Environment Forum have looked into both recycling and composting 
and these are areas that WFOE could possibly build on. We will need to select 
specific challenges and specific areas in which we can raise public awareness.”                                                       
Clearly there is much more to be done to formulate an active campaign!                                
POST MEETING NOTE: Group memoirs to put forward their thoughts, please.                

MG suggested to possible campaign focuses for “Use Less Stuff" as follows:                                    
1) There could be a campaign aimed at WBC to urge them to sustain Community 
spaces in the borough. There was a lack of available community space in the 
Borough for voluntary and non-commercial activities and this needed to be 
supplemented and maintained.                                                                                       
2) The "Restart" sessions for fixing things is a good initiative and MG thought that 
WFOE could support and participates in such events. Info on restart can be found 
here Https:/therestartproject org/parties

Currently the only regular session in Wandsworth is in Tooting, but more are possible 
if we could get some people together to help run a session. Another similar local 
initiative is Tea and Tech at Battersea Library run by CommuniTech. Dates can be 
found on the Wandsworth.gov.uk events page.                                                                                                 
MG pointed out that they are excellent sessions where people with certain kinds of 
expertise voluntarily get together with people who have appliances that need 
mending and together they do the mending. There are also groups who help people 
to mend clothes. WFOE should explore further whether there is a synergy here. 

WFOE group members to think about the 
“Use Less Stuff” focus and see if there 
might be specifically Wandsworth based 
angles to this campaign.                                                                    
Group also to consider associating with one 
or other of the existing initiatives mentioned 
by MG  

All                              
MG

JMcL expressed an interest in the recycling aspects of the "Use Less Stuff" 
campaign. TGB asked JMcL if he would like to be the “Champion” of the" Use Less 
Stuff" campaign and suggested that TGB and JMcL might talk further about how to 
progress this. 

TGB & JMcL to further discuss in particular 
ideas on recycling but also on the “Use Less 
Stuff” camping as a whole JMcL & TGB

3 Local Government Election, May 3

The local government election on May 3 was discussed. It was estimated that there 
are about 20 wards in the borough and each of these wards could have well in 
excess of five candidates. This would make the task of contacting all of these 
candidates too onerous for the limited resources of WFOE. SM mentioned that a 
number of hustings have been arranged and maybe representatives of the group 
should attend what are other of them.

Members to find out about the local 
government fasting is and if possible to 
attend and make the WFOE presence felt. All

4 Financial Matters: There were two topics for discussion:                                                                                  
1) TGB asked the group to agree to a payment off approximately £30 to raise the 
website to a paid WordPress "plan" which would allow the removal of 
advertisements and also other facilities such as a unique domain name and a 
contact page. This would be an annual charge. It was agreed by the group and MG 
will arrange a bank transfer to TGB to cover the cost.                                                                                                                                               
2) Because TGB still hasn't managed to arrange to be able to draw money from the 
WFOE account which is held by Metrobank, it was agreed that MG and TGB would 
have a further meeting with Metrobank on to sort this out. This was scheduled for 
Thursday, March 22 at 10:00 AM

Upgrade Website                                                          
Meet at Metrobank March 22 at 10:00 AM

TGB                            
MG, TGB

5 AOB                                                                    

JL reported that she had been in touch with the editors of “Brightside" to question 
their lack of adequate reporting on air quality quality issues.

SM explained that Living Streets and London Cycling Campaign are jointly 
organising a 'My Liveable London' campaign to get commitments from the main 
party leaders in the forthcoming local elections on 3 May which build on the 
'Healthy Streets' approach in the Mayor's Transport Strategy.  The 'ask' is for the 
main party leaders to commit, if elected, to submitting a high quality and safe 
'Liveable Neighbourhoods' bid to Transport for London for funding to create a 
Liveable Neighbourhood in an area within the borough where TfL has identified high 
potential for walking and cycling.                                                                          
Living Streets and London Cycling Campaign have worked together to define what 
a 'high quality' bid would look like, and so the aim is to push local politicians to be 
much more ambitious in creating streets and places for people.  The campaign will 
be launched very shortly and she will let the group have details so that they can get 
involved, including via 'e-action' emails.  

SM to update the group about "My Liveable 
London” when possible. SM

Dirty Energy: POST MEETING NOTE: While this topic is no longer a main focus, 
TGB had done some more work, but forgot to report at the meeting that he had 
emailed the chair of WBC’s Pension Committee, suggesting divestment of the 3% 
of their fund that is invested in fossil fuel industries. He has very recently received a 
response, but is still thinking about what it means! The email exchange is included 
in Appendix D below.

TGB to consider WBC response regarding 
the divestment of the Pension Fund from 
fossil fuel investments TGB

6 Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on May 9, starting 7:30 PM. Details 
will be sent out nearer the time. All
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POST MEETING NOTE:                                                                                                                 
It would be good if group members, including those who were not at this meeting, 
could give some thought as to which campaign they would particularly like to do 
some work on. As mentioned above, the idea is that this year should be one of 
action and public presence. Not only is this what FOE is really all about, but with 
more public exposure we are likely to get more members joining the group. So, 
whatever campaign we embark on, it should be combined with seeking support and 
new members for the group. These things need quite a bit of thinking through.                                                                                                              
Group members are also encouraged to read the notes of the previous meeting 
before the next meeting as it will help with background understanding of topics to 
be discussed.

Develop strategies and detail for each of the 
focus campaign topics and establish who 
will lead and do the work in each case. All

5 The meeting concluded

END TGB/02018-0118

Appendix A: Wandsworth Park Planning Appeal:                                                                                                                                                                                       
The area in question is at the far north-west corner of Wandsworth Park and consists of a small river terrace with seating. It appears it had been used 
late at night by 'undesirable' and noisy people and the local residents hit on a scheme whereby they could both stop this unwanted activity, and 
extend their own gardens down to the river frontage. The application 2017/2707 applies for a change of use from D2 - assembly and leisure - to Class 
3 - dwelling houses.                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
The original planning application was objected to by well over 100 local people and organizations, including the West London River Group, Friends of 
Wandsworth Park, the London Garden Trust and the Putney Society. The Council officer's recommendation was for the application to be refused. 
There was a lively debate on the local website putneysw15.com - look for the Discussion Forum and search for "2017/207". Be patient, the site search 
is very slow! The original thread was started by Graham Earl on 15 May 2017. A number of threads on this local issue were started up on the SW15 
Forum. Eventually, the application was refused, but the applicants have now taken this to appeal.


The current thread on this is in caps on the first page of the forum web page and was started by Pat Gross on 14 March 2018. Pat's post gives fairly 
clear instructions on how to object, but, to summarize: go to the website https://www.gov.uk/appeal-planning-inspectorate and click on the green 
'start now' button. Under 'search for a case' (there is no need to log in or register), type in 3195994 and click 'search'. Then choose 'make 
representation' , followed by 'save and continue'. Then you need to fill in the form and at the end of each page click on 'save and continue'. The post 
by Pat Gross points out that the area has been declared an Asset of Community Value and that the deadline for objections is 30 March 2018.


Appendix B: The Pleasures of Eating: What to do: 

1. Participate in food production to the extent that you can. If you have a yard or even just a porch box or a pot in a sunny window grow something to 
eat in it. Make a little compost of your kitchen scraps and use it for fertiliser.

Only by growing some food for yourself can you become acquainted with the beautiful energy cycle that revolves

from soil to seed to flower to fruit to food to offal to a decay and around again. You will be fully responsible for any food that you grow for yourself and 
you will know all about it. You will appreciate it fully having known it all its life.


2. Prepare your own food. This means reviving in your own mind and life the arts of kitchen and household. This should enable you to eat more 
cheaply; and it will give you a measure of ‘quality control’: you will have some reliable knowledge of what has been added to the food you eat.


3. Learn the origins of the food you buy and buy the food that is produced closest to your home. The idea that every locality should be, as much as 
possible, the source of its own food makes several kinds of sense. The locally produced food supply is the most secure, the freshest, and the easiest 
for local consumers to know about and to influence.


4 Whenever possible, deal directly with a local farmer, gardener, or orchardist. All the reasons listed for the previous suggestion apply here. In addition, 
by such dealing you eliminate the whole pack of merchants, transporters, processors, packagers, and advertisers who thrive at the expense of both 
producers and consumers.


5 Learn, in self-defence, as much as you can of the economy and technology of industrial food production. What is added to food that is not food, and 
what do you pay for these additions?


6 Learn what is involved in the best farming and gardening.


7 Learn as much as you can, by direct observation and experience if possible, of the life histories of the food species.


Berry, Wendell Ed. Kingsnorth, Paul, ‘The Pleasures of Eating’ from ‘The World Ending Fire: the Essential Wendell Berry’,  pp148/149, Allen Lane, 2017

Appendix C: Email exchange regarding Divestment from WBC Pension Fund
TGB March 1, 2018:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Hello, Councillor Heaster                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Divesting Council Funds from Fossil Fuel Companies


I hope you will forgive me for this direct approach to you in your capacity as chair of the London Borough of Wandsworth Pension Committee. The 
attached email, received from the Council, as a result of a Freedom of Information request, indicates that 3% of the Council’s pension fund is invested 
in fossil fuel companies such as coal, oil, natural gas and hydraulic fracturing for shale deposits. 


I'm sure that the Council would wish to be seen, wherever possible, to be adopting policies that will mitigate the effects of climate change, but holding 
investments in fossil fuel companies is a form of support for industries that are having an adverse affect on our climate. While it could be said that 3% 
is a very small proportion of the Councils pension-fund, that, in a sense, would make it easy for the Council to show good intentions, by divesting 
funds entirely from fossil fuels. This would be a very positive action on the Council's part and would demonstrate a willingness to consider 
environmental issues in a serious and active way. 


I wonder if it might be possible to pursue this further, possibly in a meeting with you or one of your colleagues from the Pensions Committee, to see if 
there can be a way forward for action by the Council in this matter? Perhaps you could let me have your thoughts.


Kind regards

Terry Brown

Group Coordinator

Friends of the Earth Wandsworth
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Official, 21-03-18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Dear Mr Brown,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Thank you for your email. I have consulted with Councillor Heaster, Chairman of the Joint Pensions Committee, whose response is as follows:

 

The Council recognises that there are risks and concerns in investing in fossil fuels and it considers a company’s good practice in terms of social, 
environmental and ethical issues is generally likely to have a favourable effect on the long-term financial performance of the company and improve 
investment returns to its shareholders. However, to completely disinvest would expose the Fund to other risks as the oil companies alone make up a 
substantial element of the relevant market indices. The Fund therefore believes (like most other LGPS Funds including the Environment Agency) that 
engagement is better than disinvestment. The Fund has approximately 35% of its investments with passive managers and therefore if it were to 
disinvest it would have a significant impact on the fund. Furthermore, under the Government’s Pooling Regulations a further 37% is managed by the 
London CIV and not the Joint Pensions Committee.

 

The fund already recognises that ESG factors can influence long term investment performance and the ability to achieve long term sustainable returns. 
The Fund is committed to being a long term steward of the assets in which it invests and expects this approach to protect and enhance the value of 
the Fund in the long term. In making investment decisions, the Fund seeks and receives proper advice from internal and external advisers with the 
requisite knowledge and skills.

 

The investment managers, acting in the best financial interests of the Fund, are expected to consider, amongst other factors, the effects of social, 
environmental and ethical issues on the performance of a company when considering the acquisition, retention or realisation of investments for the 
Fund. It expects its managers to follow good practice and use their influence as major institutional investors and long-term stewards of capital to 
promote good practice in the investee companies and markets to which the Fund is exposed.

 

The Fund expects its external investment managers (and specifically the London Collective Investment Vehicle through which the Fund will 
increasingly invest) to undertake appropriate monitoring of current investments with regard to their policies and practices on all issues which could 
present a material financial risk to the long-term performance of the fund such as corporate governance and environmental factors.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Effective monitoring and identification of these issues can enable engagement with boards and management of investee companies to seek resolution 
of potential problems at an early stage. Where collaboration is likely to be the most effective mechanism for encouraging issues to be addressed, the 
Fund expects its investment managers to participate in joint action with other institutional investors as permitted by relevant legal and regulatory 
codes. To that end the Pensions Committee endorsed its approach on 8th March 2018 (Paper No. 18-107) which seeks to ensure that our investment 
managers adhered to our engaged strategy. The review undertaken showed that our Investment Managers incorporate ESG issues into their 
investment process.

 

Kind regards, Emma Calvert

Democratic Services Officer serving Richmond and Wandsworth Councils, Direct Line: 020 8871 6038, Email: 
Emma.Calvert@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk

Room 154, Wandsworth Town Hall, SW18 2PU www.richmond.gov.uk/www.wandsworth.gov.uk

 

Appendix D: Campaign Matrix: see next page
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