Wandsworth Friends of the Earth: Group Meeting
January 10, 2018
item

discussion

proposed action

Action

Limited & supportive

All

Limited & supportive

All

Limited & supportive

All

Limited & supportive

All

Some limited action

TGB & All

1 Welcome, Attendees and Apologies:
Those present were as follows:
Mike Grahn (MG)
Susie Morrow (SM)
Stuart Oliver (SO)
Terry Brown (TGB) – Coordinator
Apologies had been received from Jeannette Leigh, Cathy Schade and Peter McLoughlin.
2 TGB opened the meeting by explaining that he thought it a good idea to have something of
a fresh start for 2018 and had sent out a matrix which aimed to relate the current eight
National Friends of the Earth campaigns to possible actions by Wandsworth Friends of the
Earth. The matrix had been sent out prior to the meeting to allow Group members to give
some consideration to what they saw as a way ahead for the local group. The distribution
had been slightly broader than the "core" group and a response had been received from
Vicki Carroll (Chair WEF) with preferences indicated as to which campaigns, WFOE should
concentrate on. These were: Air Pollution, Dirty Energy and Help Nature.

It was generally agreed that a fresh start was a good idea and that the matrix
oﬀered a good basis for discussion. We went on to look at each of the campaigns
individually and decide the extent to which WFOE should get involved. It was further
agreed, that as we are a small group, we need to restrict our involvement to a
maximum of say three campaigns. The matrix had allowed the addition of further
campaigns beyond the eight taken up by National Friends of the Earth, but in
discussion it seemed that any particular local focus could be brought in under one
of the chosen National categories.
The eight National campaigns are as follows: Air Pollution, Fracking, Bees and
Pollinators, EU and Brexit, Dirty Energy, Nature, Eat Well, Use Less Stuﬀ. We
addressed each of these in turn.

Air Pollution: WFOE have already spent quite a lot of time on the air pollution issue and
have participated in Wandsworth Environment Forum meetings and contributed to the
debate there. We had also successfully mounted a NOX monitor and received the results
from the FOE lab. TGB reported that the multiple pack NOX monitors seem to be available
again from National FOE, but it was agreed that doing a major air monitoring exercise was
very time-consuming and probably didn't add much to the current debate. Bearing in mind
that quite a number of other organisations are taking up the air pollution campaign, it was
felt that perhaps Wandsworth Friends of the Earth would put this on the back burner and
only support other organisations where our help was required. It was also felt that, perhaps,
the air pollution issue could be dealt with under the dirty energy heading.

Fracking: WFOE, though realising that the Fracking is crucial nationally and with regard to
climate change, do not see it as a local threat. It was therefore agreed that, while we would
support campaigning where it was occurring in a solidarity sense, we would not be taking
direct action.

Bees and Pollinators: While we believe that this campaign did have local significance,
it was thought that it could be brought within heading "Help Nature”.

EU: Brexit: It was believed that this campaign is built around the issue of transfer of EU
environmental legislation into the independent UK legislation. There have been Government
assurances that European law will be incorporated into British law, but evidence so far
suggest that they will be making changes. FOE will wish to monitor this, but again this is
considered to be a national issue rather than local and would require a heavy work load
tracking the progress of legislation through Parliament. We decided not to get too involved
here.

Dirty Energy: While to some extent fracking comes under this heading, it was thought

that the campaign was directed at coal and oil and the lack of government initiative to run
these industries down and instead turn to incentivising renewable energy sources. It would
also relate to the divestment of local government and other public body funds and in
particular pension funds out of dirty energy investments. WFOE have done some preliminary
work on this and it might be a good idea just complete the exercise of challenging
Wandsworth Borough Council on its continuing investment in fossil fuels, but we agreed that
we wouldn't make this campaign one of our main focuses. Perhaps for the time being it is
on a back burner.
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consumer Preferences, it was thought a good one for WFOE to take up. We have already
done work on waste and recycling, though we haven't taken it very far into the public realm.
Wandsworth Environment Forum have looked into both recycling and composting and these
are areas that WFOE could build on. We will need to select specific challenges and specific
areas in which we can raise public awareness. Since our meeting, the problems with plastic
waste have hit the headlines, partly as result of the"Blue Planet" television series and partly
as a result of the release of the Government’s 25 year environment plan.
POST MEETING NOTE: clearly the 25 year environment plan has also raised many issues
and has been criticised by environmental groups as being very weak, lacking in real
commitment where it matters and too long-term in its ambitions. This is another area that we
need to look at in relation to our campaigning topics.
Primary focus

All

Help Nature: While group members were not entirely clear of the actual focus of this
campaign, it seemed to be a good "Banner" for some of the work of that WFOE had already
embarked on. In particular the discussions on the extent to which Wandsworth Borough
Council values and maintains its green spaces and the work done by Lynne McNulty on the
Tideway project at the north end of King George's Park were areas where we had begun to
discuss possible actions. TGB explained that he believed the “Natures Keepers” scheme
was a National FOE monitoring of local initiatives. "Natures keepers" could be people
looking after a particular bit of natural environment and making sure that it wasn't abused or
bringing it into a better state. This could very much be a focus for WFOE and it was agreed
that we would identify an area in Wandsworth where we could monitor the stewardship of
the natural environment both by local people and by local government. It was felt that this
could be a attractive activity and might be the subject of a weekend “reconnaissance” to
see what was going on and what might be done. TGB agreed to suggest an area of focus
for our first foray into looking after the local natural environment.

Eat Well: The group considered that the "Eat Well" heading suggested a good

campaigning topic for WFOE to get out onto the street and raise public awareness. The FOE
website oﬀers lots of suggestions in the area of eating well and we could put together some
good material to help people understand the impact of their diet both on their own health
and on the health of the environment. We will need to spend some time on developing
proposals.

Use Less Stuﬀ: Once again, as this is a campaign that relates to personal action and

3 In the light of the discussions at the meeting, outlined above, it was agreed to that our three
principal areas of focus would be "Help nature","Eat well" and “Use Less Stuﬀ”. We might
need to bring some of our continuing work within these headings and we should start to
think about who will lead on developing the strategy for real action in each case. The matrix
has been revised to indicate our proposed involvement in these various areas. It is attached
to this meeting note.
POST MEETING NOTE: it would be good if group members, including those who were not at
this meeting, could give some thought as to which campaign they would particularly like to
do some work on. As mentioned above, the idea is that this year should be one of action
and public presence. Not only is this what FOE is really all about, but with more public
exposure we are likely to get more members joining the group. So, whatever campaign we
Develop strategies and detail for each of the
embark on, it should be combined with seeking support and new members for the group.
focus campaign topics and establish who will
These things need quite a bit of thinking through.
lead and do the work in each case.
There were discussions of specific other points during the meeting, but for the sake of
brevity and focus these are not reported in detail here. The main purpose of the meeting was
to set up the campaigning focus and set out a framework for future work during the year
ahead.
4 Future meetings: continuing with the second Wednesday in the month it was agreed that
future meetings would be held March 14, May 9, July 11, September 12, November 14 and
an informal Christmas get-together in December.
5 The meeting concluded
END TGB/02018-0118
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