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Wandsworth Friends of the Earth: Group Meeting
July 12, 2017

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action

1 Welcome, attendees and apologies 
Those present were as follows:
Mike Grahn (MG)
Jeannette Leigh (JL)
Peter McLoughlin (PMcL)
Susie Morrow (SM)
Stuart Oliver (SO)
Catherine Schade (CS)
Terry Brown– Coordinator (TGB)

Apologies had been received from Lynne McNulty (LMcN)

2 Update on WFOE proposed Local Campaigns & 
Activities 
following order of previous meeting notes (May 10)

1   Air Quality & Pollution 
TGB noted that SO had undertaken to draft a letter to be sent under 
the WFOE letter heading to Houda Al Sharifi, Director of Public 
Health and to elected Councillors. A Letter would pose the question 
as to whether WBC intended to revise their ambitions for air quality 
in the light of the minimal effects hitherto proposed. SO thought that 
he had actually done the draft, though TGB hadn't seen it. Though 
in discussion it was thought possible that confusion has arisen over 
what SO was doing for WEF rather than WFOE.

SO agreed to find the email with his draft letter, or if that wasn't 
available, to provide a new draft.


SO  
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SO thought that that there may be a confusion with the WEF 
letter, which had been sent and to which there had been a 
reply. He also thought that seeking improvements to the air-
quality proposals from WBC would be a good campaigning 
opportunity for WFOE, where WEF were unlikely to take up a 
campaign.

WFOE to develop campaigning proposals for an approach to WBC 
to encourage them to improve their a air quality proposals.

Group

TGB reported that Houda Al Sharifi has agreed to attend to the next 
meeting of WEF which is scheduled for September 21. Vicki Carroll 
had asked that WFOE give some thought to appropriate questions 
to put to Ms Al Sharifi at that meeting.

WFOE to give thought to questions for at the next WEF meeting on 
September 21 (see also below under AOB)

Group

TGB had to confess that he had not been able to find the email 
correspondence relating to the FOE offer of a pack of 10 NOx 
sensor tubes. So he proposed now to draw a line under this. He 
noted that the offer was still available to get a single sensor, though 
he thought that they now had to be paid for.

CS had obtained a sensor from FOE sometime ago and had 
mounted it outside a local school (See also below)

SM noted that the Governments Air-quality Action Plan is about to 
be published, probably July 31.

2   Letters to the Election Candidates 
At the last meeting it had been agreed that we would write to the 
candidates for the pending general election, to ask them about their 
attitudes to the various issues relating to the environment. This had 
been done. On the basis of a list researched by JL, TGB had drafted 
letters to for candidates in each constituency, 12 letters in all to the 
Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrat and the Green Party 
candidates for Battersea, Putney and Tooting. We had only received 
two replies, one from Justine Greening successful Conservative 
candidate for Putney and one from Lois Davis, Green Party 
candidate for Battersea.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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SM thought that it had been good profile raising thing to do, even 
though the response was poor. MG pointed out that Justine 
Greening had been elected and so we can hold her to her 
commitments in the letter, though these were not very exciting!

TGB recalled that when we did letters in anticipation of the tooting 
by-election, we did get a response from Dr Rosena Allin Khan. 
There was a general feeling that maybe we should take her up on 
the offer she made to meet with us. We do need to prepare for such 
a meeting and the group was asked to give some thought to this.

WFOE to prepare some thoughts for a possible meeting with Dr 
Rosena Allin Khan

Group

In discussion it was thought a good idea to now approach the 
successful parliamentary candidates with a letter along the lines of 
the one that had gone out prior to the election. We might propose a 
meeting with each in turn to discuss their attitudes to the headline 
environmental issues as we see them. TGB undertook to draft a 
letter along these lines for comment by the group.

WFOE to write to successful parliamentary candidates for 
Battersea, Putney and Tooting laying out questions about 
environmental issues and suggesting that we meet to discuss them. 
In particular we should approach the new Labour MP for Battersea, 
Marsha De Cordova.

TGB

There was a discussion about the lack of response, in reply to a 
query from JL and it was thought that this might have been partly 
due to the fact that the letters were addressed to the candidate’s 
agents who may not have passed them on.

List of Parliamentary Candidates written to, to be distributed. See 
appendix 1, below.

3 Response to Heathrow Consultation 
TGB thanked MG for his excellent response to the consultation. MG 
explained that there had been an imminent deadline for responses 
to the consultation and so he had replied on their form, but had 
given short sharp answers, ignoring some of the detail, but making 
it clear that WFOE do not support any extension to the airport and 
its runways. MG got the point across that WFOE are completely 
opposed to any expansion at Heathrow or indeed any London 
airport.

CS and MG had also submitted individual responses. It was MG’s 
View that the Evening Standard was being bankrolled by both the 
London airports as they were getting so much positive coverage in 
the newspaper.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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4 Roll out of 20MPH limit on WBC controlled roads 
There had been a discussion at the last meeting about 20MPH 
enforcement and JL had expressed concerns about the flouting of 
the limit. She was concerned that the police are under pressure to 
deal with knife crime and terrorism and now indeed the Grenfell 
Tower tragedy, so did not hold out much hope for the enforcement 
of the 20 MPH limit. JL had a written to Justine Greening and to 
living streets enquiring as to how the 20 MPH limit would be 
enforced.

SM suggested that to get some action on enforcement, it was 
possible to write to your Ward Councillor, explaining that you would 
like to take part in a “Community Road Watch" event. The 20 MPH 
limit has now formally been launched and is legally in place. WBC, 
in conjunction with the local police, is the authority who will enforce 
the new speed limit, so approaches should be through Councillors, 
though it may be worth contacting your local MP.

SM recommended making contact with Ward Councillors to arrange 
a "Community Road Watch" event. It might also be worth raising 
enforcement with your local MP.

JL and 
Group

CS observed that there had been some anecdotal discussion that 
the 20 MPH limit is causing vehicles to slowdown, though not 
necessarily to 20 miles an hour. The general feeling was that this is 
good effect and that it may take time for motorists to fully adjust to 
the new speed limit.

CS explained that Wimbledon Park Road had been regarded as a 
particularly bad area for flouting the speed limit and the police have 
got involved to try to step up enforcement. Enforcement in Putney 
high-street was also raised and SM mentioned that Putney high-
street has a strong night time economy when the roads are less 
congested and motorists tend to drive faster, so that there is still 
need for a low speed limit, though it is acknowledged that Putney 
High Street is a TfL Road.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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TfL has been instigating a 20 mile an hour limit on some of their 
roads, which pass through local  town centres. TfL is trialling 20 
MPH on the A2, the Holloway Road and various other roads and 
this will be a three-year program to assimilate data to judge the 
success of implementing the speed limit. These are experimental 
traffic orders.

TGB observed that once you get into the mindset driving at 20 
MPH, it seems perfectly reasonable and you can definitely be more 
aware of what's happening around you. JL noted that one of her 
friends drove a 20 miles an hour in the evening, when traffic was 
light, but finds that many of the other cars find it tedious and tend to 
honk or come closer behind the slower vehicle.

Observing a lower speed limit is in fact a cultural issue. Parallels 
were drawn in discussion with the smoking ban in public spaces 
and the introduction of charges for throwaway plastic bags in the 
supermarkets. Although these changes in retrospect seem to have 
come in very quickly, in fact it took time to develop a new culture.

5 Pesticides and Biodiversity 
While we did not set ourselves any actions on this particular issue,  
TGB noted that we had discussed the LSX "Pollinator Paths" 
campaign which, though not essentially related to the reduction or 
banning of the use of pesticides, seemed to be a good thing in 
terms of local biodiversity. 

While MG pointed out that the pollinator path scheme did not have 
much to do with pesticides, this was part of a bigger picture in 
which, for Council street maintenance and agribusiness, pesticides 
are a part of the armoury. 

JL pointed out that use of Neonicotinoids on crops was being 
promoted by Agribusiness and that these were damaging pollinator 
habitats. The discussion broadened further to bring in the subject of 
the Great Repeal Bill and worries that there are clauses in the bill 
which will allow the Government to modify legislation without 
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bringing it to Parliament for debate. This has great dangers for 
nature and habitat conservancy, as it is anticipated that there will be 
strong corporate lobbying to soften current environmental 
legislation. 

As a group we should monitor developments with respect to the 
Great Repeal Bill.

POST MEETING NOTE: recent statements made by Michael Gove 
have been slightly encouraging, though the devil will be in the 
detail.

Group

FOE had emailed about lobbying your local MP to ask the Prime 
Minister to protect environmental legislation within the Great Repeal 
Bill. Both TGB and SM had responded with this petition.

TGB reported that he had already had a holding response from 
Justine Greening. 

6 Trees in Wandsworth 
Though there might have been some confusion over attributions in 
the previous note, there was a general discussion about trees in 
Wandsworth and the overzealous response of the Council to trees 
which may (or may not) not pose a health and safety risk to public. 
CS mentioned that a tree fell down in Clarendon Road(?) It was a 
rotted Sorbus tree.

The other issue to do with trees, which we could not really discuss 
at the meeting, because it was something that LMcN is monitoring, 
is the effect on the trees in the north end of King Georges Park 
where the Tideway scheme is in impacting.

King Georges Park and the impact of the Tideway scheme to be 
discussed further with LMcN

Group & 
LMcN

POST MEETING NOTE:  LMcN has been following closely the 
tideway project and has commented on the air quality monitoring 
proposal put forward by the tunnelling contractors to Wandsworth 
Borough Council. This was currently going through the town 
planning consultation process and both TGB and LMcN have 
lodged comments. This can be discussed in detail at the next 
meeting.

Group to review the continuing situation in King Georges Park at 
the next meeting.

Group

7 Recycling and Composting 
A discussion took place about reports at a recent WEF meeting 
when Martin Cobley talked about composting and wormeries.

It was agreed that we should leave the composting and wormery 
issues to WEF who seem to be dealing with these effectively.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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8 Policy for London Walking and Cycling 
SM explained that the Mayor’s Draft Transport Strategy was 
published for consultation about a month ago. This is a five-year 
strategy for all transport modes in London and sets out the funding 
that would be available to Wandsworth Council and other 
Boroughs. This strategy reads quite well with walking, cycling and 
public transport taking precedence over private motor vehicles. The 
problem is that the implementation of many strategies is along-
term. The deadline for responding to the consultation is October 2.

The consultation can be found at https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/
policy/mayors-transport-strategy/. London Living Streets will be 
responding to the consultation.

WFOE to develop a response to the Mayor’s Draft Transport 
Strategy consultation (see also below)

Group

In answer to JL’s enquiry it was confirmed that Wandsworth Living 
Streets is still active, though it was admitted that there hasn't been 
a public meeting recently. 

MG explained that, for the first time in London, the strategy for 
transport creates a hierarchy of modes with walking as the most 
important. The priority given to walkers is followed by cyclists and 
then public transport and finally private motor and delivery vehicles. 

Another major key factor in the strategy is the emphasis on ‘healthy 
streets’, which is at the core of the document and represents a 
totally new way of looking at streets in urban areas. MG commented 
that the healthy streets idea changes everything around from 
transport policy being based on a moving things around to 
acknowledging the importance of people’s enjoyment and health in 
the streets which are places in which to dwell. The emphasis is on 
"improving the lives of Londoners" whether this be in terms of 
health or enjoyment. People to be able to sit and have shade and 
shelter and health benefits generally. SM said that the new transport 
strategy is a "visionary" document that refers back to the Mayor’s" 
a ‘London for All’ statement earlier in the year.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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SM said that the real issue is how to get the proposals in the 
Transport Strategy implemented, especially in Wandsworth where 
the Council is not very sympathetic to the sentiments expressed. 
Regarding healthy streets, there shouldn't be a postcode lottery. 
Because the strategy comes from the Mayor and he is in charge of 
TfL, this becomes TfL policy automatically. Unfortunately, some of 
the nicest asks do not kick in for quite some years. SO offered a 
parallel, saying that it was as if Ernest Bevan had said in 1945 that 
he would implement a National Health Service by 1970!

More cycle paths through parks would come within the transport 
strategy. CS commented that it is the short private car journeys that 
caused most problems for pedestrians and walker's and that they 
should be addressed. MG added that though the main strategy 
suggest good things such as cycle quiet ways, when these are 
implemented by the Boroughs they are not always well 
implemented and do not provide the safety that they should. 
Sometimes cycleways take up pedestrian space and create 
conflicts. Provisions for cyclists need to take into account that not 
all cyclists are fit and fast so they need to provide for the older and 
the less fit people on bikes.

It was agreed that the group needs to monitor progress with the 
mayor's transport strategy and should possibly be putting in a 
group response before the deadline in October. It would be good to 
review a response at our next meeting in September (see also 
below)

Group

9 Divestment of LBC pension funds 
TGB made a freedom of information enquiry of the council and had 
been told that 2 1/2 % of the LBW’s pension-fund was invested in 
fossil fuels.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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While this is very low already, if the council divest it entirely it 
wouldn't present a great difficulty, but they would score good 
environmental ‘Browny points’. TGB reported that he had met 
Jessica Clark from Share Action, who are very much into 
divestment, helping people to approach their own private pension 
funds and also council funds. She has offered to come to talk to the 
group and will probably join us in September. 


MG thought that this was something that WFOE could be doing to 
get a lot of support and exposure and also a good chance of 
succeeding. It was also pointed out that fossil fuel investments are 
probably becoming less attractive as the pressure comes on the 
companies not to extract further fossil fuels and also with the 
change over to renewables. TGB referred to one of the work 
sessions at FOE Base Camp which was on divestments and 
promised to dig out his notes for the group. SM commented that 
the fact that the pension fund only had 2 1/2% in fossil fuels 
suggested that they may already have started divesting, so this 
would be a smooth process.

TGB to forward notes from Divestment Group Session at FOE Base 
Camp to group.

TGB to contact Jessica Clark.

TGB

It was agreed that there was a good campaigning opportunity here 
for WFOE and we could start by getting the public to sign letters to 
the Council to ask them to divest their pension fund from fossil 
fuels. We should then meet representatives of the Council Finance 
Committee to ask them whether they would consider total 
divestment and what their plans are. Letters to local groups and 
also tweets.

WFOE should take action on this topic and we could start by 
getting the public to sign letters to the Council to ask them to divest 
their pension fund from fossil fuels entirely as well as mounting a 
social media campaign linked to our website

TGB 
Group

There was also the subject of the Council's vehicle fleet and what 
proposals they had to move to sustainable transport. MG explained 
that the Council has been talking about moving to sustainable 
transport for the last 20 years, starting off with a move to LPG but 
more recently with a new contract, which it is believed includes 
electric and hybrid vehicles. WBC need an economic argument to 
move to the most sustainable fuels

WFOE to continue to monitor what WBC are doing about their 
vehicle fleet and maybe contact the Council.

Group

3 Comments on previous notes of meeting, May 10 
There were no comments on the meeting notes

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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4 Coordinator’s Report 
TGB referred to the following activities that he had been involved in 
since last meeting: 
May 25: Letters to election candidates (four candidates for three 
constituencies sent, two replies received) 
May 31: Jonathan Bartley Talk ‘The End of Neoliberalism’ 
June 2 to 4: FOE Basecamp, Castleton, Hope Valley, Derbyshire 
June 15: Wandsworth Environment Forum 
June 22: Soil Association 70 Years Celebration 
June 27: Assembly Consultation on the Environment Strategy and 
London Plan, City Hall 
July 1: ‘Clean Air Everywhere’ Street campaigning


Possible future events: 
July 26: Busting Air Pollution, Citizens Science Training, LSX etc. 
City Hall


In answer to SM’s question about ‘the general feeling at Base Camp 
from local groups, TGB said it was difficult to gauge a general 
feeling (except perhaps that a lot of people were there to enjoy 
themselves), because you are going into different Work Groups all 
the time, but that there was an emphasis in some places on the 
need for national FOE to offer more support to local groups. 


MG asked if many local group seem to be confident that they knew 
what they were doing. TGB said that lots of local groups are in a 
similar position to WFOE in that they are small and not highly active. 
The more active groups seem to be those who have a specific local 
campaign e.g. Those groups where Fracking was a local issue. SO 
thought that historically there were three types of local groups. 
Firstly those which are active have good support and and well 
functioning; there were those who possibly like Wandsworth do 
things, but feel in need of more support and more members and 
then there were those groups that don't function at all.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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TGB explained that there were lots of very interesting group 
sessions and that was why he had got involved in the "Clean Air 
Everywhere" campaign and it was only a shame that it had come so 
near the time for the week of action. He was quite surprised when 
the large parcel was delivered with campaigning material. In the end 
he had taken it on, doing a street presence campaign, and had 
spent two hours outside Southside shopping centre giving out 
leaflets and urging people to sign the postcard to their local MP. He 
gave out something of the order 100 leaflets but got rather less 
signatures. The feeling was that it was people who lived locally to 
the town centre who were most concerned about air-pollution. SO 
and SM offered to take surplus T-shirts.

TGB undertook to produce notes of those sessions he attended at 
Base Camp which would be of interest to the group.

TGB

TGB eulogised about the Soil Association 70th anniversary 
celebration at which Prince Charles, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, 
Monty Don and others spoke and there was a delightful organic 
vegetarian (almost) lunch also, with plenty of wine and lovely 
seasonal strawberries.

The future event, ‘Busting Air Pollution, Citizens Science Training’, 
put on by LSX and others at City Hall on July 26: TGB explained 
that the event seemed to be really aimed at Trades Union members 
understanding the basics of air pollution in the workplace. If Friends 
of the Earth members wanted to attend it is necessary to register.

To attend the" busting air-pollution" Event it is necessary to register 
with samantha.Heath@lsx.org.uk 


   

Group

5 Group members news and activity
Mike Gran: 
MG started by giving his Treasurers Report. We have currently. 
£301.51 in our account. A debit card is being sent to TGB as the 
second signatory to the account.

POST MEETING NOTE TGB received the debit card, but was 
subsequently told that it had been issued in error when he tried to 
activate it. Still need to go into Clapham Metrobank to resolve issue.

TGB and MG to sort out debit card activation TGB MG

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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NICE organised a clean air/air-pollution awareness meeting at St 
George's Hospital Medical School recently, which got a lot of 
coverage on social media. The aim was to get students to 
campaign for better air quality. This was to coincide with the launch 
of the NICE Guide on air-quality. The guidance is for hospitals and 
local authorities to take note of and is focused on the health issues 
associated with air quality, which amongst other things mentions 
the 20 MPH speed limit as a good way to help reduce escalating air 
pollution.

The NICE report can be found at https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/
ng70

Group

Transition Town Tooting has been trying to raise money to 
encourage WBC to improve a part of Tooting High Street near to 
Tooting Broadway station. SM thought that they had only raised 
about 80% of the funds they needed, but that they were going to go 
ahead. The intention was to have the happening in the bus 
turnaround area on the Sunday following the meeting, where the 
area would be changed temporally into a town park. This will be 
called Tooting Twirl.

This led to a discussion of the Guy Dorrell promoted Jumble Trail, 
which was also scheduled for the following Sunday.

Peter McLoughlin 
PMcL asked about what was happening with the Wandsworth town 
centre gyratory scheme. TGB said that he had heard from one of 
the people who spoke to him in Wandsworth centre whilst giving 
out clean air leaflets that the scheme had been delayed by 2 years. 
SM said that there was a problem with TfL and WBC getting to 
grips with who would pay for the current cost escalation and this 
could be the cause of delay.

MG thought that, in view of the fact that there would be local 
government elections next year, there will be Councillors who are 
beginning to wonder whether their term in office is coming to an 
end. This led to discussion of the political situation in Wandsworth 
Borough Council and it was said that there are currently 19 labour 
councillors out of 60 altogether. This is virtually one third. 

Group should consider what actions they might take in the run up 
to the Local Government elections in May next year

Group

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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There was an extended discussion about the Wandsworth Mayor’s 
car with some members of the group believing that he should get 
on his bike! Regarding the progress with the Town Centre scheme, 
SM suggested that PMcL write to his ward Councillors asking what 
progress was being made with the Town Centre scheme.

PMcL to write to (or email) Ward Councillors about progress with 
the Town Centre scheme. SM passed the email addresses of the 
three ward councillors to PMcL so that he could approach them.

PMcL

Jeannette Leigh 
JL asked if anyone had listened to ‘File on Four’ the previous 
Tuesday evening at 8:00 PM about cars. 


She also tabled a newspaper advertisement seeking consultations 
on TfL's Transport Strategy. JL raised again the issue of the London 
Transport Strategy and the fact that it is still open for consultation. It 
was agreed that we would do a Group submission. In discussion it 
was felt that we might need some expert advice onto how to fill in 
the submission and MG thought that we might confer with other 
groups looking to do a good submission. SM advised that there 
would be a London Living Streets meeting in the week following the 
WFOE meeting and she agreed to let us know if there were any 
headline points that we should take into account.

WFOE to submit a group response to the TfL Transport Strategy 
consultation.

It was agreed that Group members might have thoughts which 
could be collected by email to TGB. He agreed to coordinate this 
with a view to a discussion in the September meeting. It was 
confirmed that we have till October 2 to submit a response. 

Group 
TGB

Cathy Schade 
CS explain that she had acquired one of the NOx testing kits and 
had mounted it in front of a nearby School, Our Lady of Victories 
RC School. She had mounted the tube on the chain link fence 
bordering at the school playground and next to a convenience 
store, because she thought that it would be where people would be 
coming to in their cars to drop off their children, use the store and 
also the area where the school deliveries arrive. Having done the 
test the the tube was sent off and it took a long time, about six 
weeks, to come back from the FOE laboratory. The result was that 
the reading was lower than the average for the year set as the 
standard. Being below, it was actually a better situation from the 
point of view air quality. The reading was 24.5 µg per cubic metre.

While the test is not comparing like with like because it compares a 
two week period reading with an annual average, it is however

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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something of an indicator of the level of pollution in a given area at 
the given time. 

TGB asked CS if she could scan the letter and forward it to him to 
compare with the results he had received from the sensor mounted 
in Buckhold Road

CS

 CS also told us that she had applied for a ticket for a debate about
building on the greenbelt. The meeting is put on by “Open cities”,
who are the organisation that arrange the open house sessions in
September. The meeting was arranged for the Wednesday following
the WFOT meeting.

It would be good to hear any headlines from the debate if CS
attends.

CS

 CS reported that the monitoring station for air quality in Putney 
HighStreet is not working currently. She made the point that it's often 
difficult to speak to anybody at WBC. TGB suggested that it might be 
easier to get in touch with somebody at the Putney Society, who will 
no doubt know what the situation is.

POST MEETING NOTE

CS said at the meeting that the Putney High Street air quality 
monitor wasn't working. Looking more closely at the situation via 
my iphone app "London Air", the monitor which is out of action is in 
fact the one in Felsham Road, Putney, not one of the two in the 
High Street, both of which have current readings. Secondly, she

couldn't find the FoE response which she received when the air 
quality monitor she mounted outside the local school was analysed. 
However, here is what she said in her letter to the Headmistress of 
the school concerned:


"Dear Ms McDonald

You may remember that, some weeks ago, I asked if I could put up 
an air quality monitoring tube near Our Lady school. For some 
reason, the Post Office apparently delayed the packages containing 
the tubes sent for analysis, which is why rather a long time has 
passed since I spoke to you.


However, I have now received the results from Friends of the Earth 
by email and this is part of what they said:


Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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“Dear Catherine

I’m pleased to tell you that your result has come back from the lab 
for the air monitoring tube you put up at SW15 1AE.*

The result was 24.5 µg/m3 (micrograms per cubic metre) of 
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)

This is below the level at which the annual legal limit is set.  

Your results are helping us build a picture of air pollution across the 
UK, and are part of a national investigation we're running with 
King's College London. The techy bit - what do your results mean?  
The European Union has set the legal limit for NO2 pollution at an 
annual mean of 40µg/m3 which means that during the time your air 
monitoring tube was up, NO2 pollution levels were below the level at 
which the annual legal limit is set.  

This is a snapshot of the air pollution for the place and time you 
were monitoring.”

*Please note that I placed the monitoring tube up on the school 
playground fencing near Brown's newsagent, and although I did 

supply Friends of the Earth with the correct postcode for that 
location, their email to me quotes the postcode for my home 
address."


Finally, unfortunately I did not get an invitation to attend the Open 
City "Building on the Green Belt" discussion evening, so cannot 
report back on that one. 

End of Post Meeting Note

 JL said that she read a eulogy written by Victoria Diamond in the
Putney Society news saying how wonderful Putney high-street was
now. The improvement claimed is due to the fact that TfL now run 
mainly low pollution vehicles through the high-street. JL couldn't
see a huge improvement and had written a letter about it. SO said
he had, within a the last few hours, cycled along Putney High Street
and could confirm having seen a hybrid bus, but guessed is that the
pollution level in the street is still above legal limits, but ‘less above’
than it had been.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action
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Susie Morrow
SM had been looking at the air monitors website and thought the
Putney High Street monitor was currently working. There are two
sensors in Putney High Street and only one is working.

SM wanted to mention the proposed Nine Elms/Pimlico pedestrian
and cycling bridge. She explained that the active travel bridge was
to address a gap in the points of crossing for the Thames. The
bridge will be funded by developer money coming in via CIL. The
CIL from the enormous developments at nine elms and Battersea
Power Station will be apportioned by the Council into the various 
social and community projects and infrastructure including the new
underground stations. The details of the bridge are still up for
consultation and MG and SM had gone along to the exhibition on
the previous Saturday. SM explained that, though there is a very
good transport case for the walking and cycling bridge,

 Wandsworth didn't really put in the groundwork necessary to launch
the project convincingly. Pimlico and Westminster were not keen on
the proposal, anticipating an influx from South London (!) into their
area. The likelihood is however that the flow will be similar in both
directions particularly as a result of the very large residential and
commercial development proposed for Nine Elms. Labour
councillors were also now coming out against the proposal. MG
explained that it was Wandsworth Council Economic Development

Department who owned the project. SM confirmed that WBC
support the project, but have not sold it effectively. The developers
also want the bridge.

SM urged WFOE Group members to take a look at the website for 
the proposal http://nineelmspimlicobridge.co.uk/ and possibly 
follow up.

Group
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Stuart Oliver
SO had nothing further to report, but In answer to JL’s query, he
confirmed at that WBC had changed the incorrect figures that he
had discovered in their Air-quality Action Plan. He further explained
that they had referred to them as "typographical errors" which was
not true because they were actually "calculation errors”. Refer to
actions above under the heading Air Quality, above.

6 AOB
Wandle Festival
TGB explained that the Wandle Festival that takes place over
September 9 to September 24, this year is no longer a fate or fair
style activity in King Georges Park, but is offering support for
dispersed activities during the period mentioned. TGB had been
given an application form by Vicki Carroll and wondered if the group
had any ideas about proposals that we might put forward.

JL asked whether we could mount stall, and TGB said that he 
would have been keen to do this, but it's not possible because 
there is no location as such for the fair. TGB explained that it was 
for things that just happened in the area and if we wanted to put on 

something then we could apply for funding. He compared it with the 
‘Jumble Trail’ that was happening over the weekend following the 
meeting. MG speculated that the difficulty might be that WBC 
charge very high rates for use of King George’s Park.

The group didn’t seem to have any ideas about events that WFOE 
could mount as a part of the Wandle Festival. Maybe WFOE should 
consider for next year


Group
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London Permaculture Festival 
TGB mentioned in passing that the London Permaculture Festival 
will be taking place on Sunday 30th July 2017 between 11am- 6pm 
at Cecil Sharp House, 2 Regent’s Park Road, London NW1 7AY

Tickets cost £6/£4 concessions, under 18s free. 

TGB explained that permaculture was a merging of the words 
‘permanent’ and ‘agriculture’ and it was based on the idea of a 
sustainable agriculture/horticulture. MG further explained that the 
whole ethos of permaculture was to grow a mixture of crops rather 
than a monoculture and indeed this extends also on smallholdings 
to mixing crops and livestock. The aim is to mimic natural 
ecosystems as closely as possible, thus creating a kind of 
resilience.

WEF meeting to be attended by Houda Al Sharifi 
TGB explained that Vicki Carol had asked it WFOE have any 
questions to put before the WBC Director of Public Health, Houda 
Al Sharifi, when she attends the next Wandsworth environment 
forum meeting in September. SO suggested that the starting point 
should be along the lines "Given that there has been a 
miscalculation of the impact of the air quality improvement 
proposals, are you aware of any intentions to amplify the efforts of 
the Borough Council to achieve better quality?"

TGB to pass the proposed question for Houda Al Sharifi to Vicki 
Carol

TGB

LSX Air Quality Meeting, July 26 at City Hall 
TGB had sent out an email he had received referring to the “Busting 
Air Pollution: Citizens’ Science Meeting” and just wanted to mention 
it again at the meeting in case group members were interested. It is 
necessary to register to go to the meeting.
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The meeting closed just after 21:15 hours 

POST MEETING NOTE: TGB had attended the meeting which 
turned out to include the distribution of air monitoring tubes to 
various groups for mounting. TGB joined the Wandsworth group at 
the meeting which was lead by Maureen Cooper who took charge 
of a considerable number of NOX sensors. Due possibly in part to 
holidays TGB lost contact with Maureen and did not participate in 
the mounting of sensors, which, however, he has now been 
informed, were mounted. Still trying to get an update on this 
process.

7 Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on September 27, because of other 
things happening earlier in the month. SM and MG blocks are 
apologies as they would be away that meeting.

Conversation/Discussion Take forward Action

� /�19 20



Wandsworth Friends of the Earth July 12, 2017
Appendix 1 List of Parliamentary Candidates written to: 

Battersea Putney Tooting 
Conservative: Jane Ellison 	 	 Conservative: Justine Greening* **	 Conservative: Dan Watkins

Labour: Marsha De Cordova*		 Labour: Neeraj Patil	 	 	 Labour: Dr Rosina Allin-Khan*

Lib. Dem. Richard Davis	 	 Lib. Dem.: Ryan Mercer	 	 Lib. Dem.: Alexander Glassbrook

Green: Lois Davis**	 	 	 Green: Ben Fletcher	 	 	 Green: Esther Obiri-Darko


*successful candidate   **replied to WFOE letter
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