Wandsworth Friends of the Earth

May 12, 2017

Wandsworth Friends of the Earth: Group Meeting
May 10, 2017 DRAFT

Note
1)

Action

Welcome, attendees and apologies
Those present were as follows:
Mike Grahn (MG)
Jeannette Leigh (JL)
Peter McLoughlin (PMcL)
Susie Morrow (SM)
Stuart Oliver (SO)
Terry Brown– Coordinator (TGB)
Apologies had been received from Lynne McNulty (LMcN)

2)

WFOE proposed Local Campaigns & Activities
Introduction
TGB opened the meeting in accordance with the agenda with a review of the possible
campaigning topics that the group should adopt. A list of topics was handed out and
further items were added to the list. Each of the topics was then discussed in turn and
ideas were floated about what actions could be taken in each case. The full list is attached
in appendix A
Air quality: Possible angle suggested by SO: We know there was a miscalculation and
now it has been corrected the ambition is grotesquely inadequate. Reduction of PM10s by
0.7% and a reduction in CO2 of 0.2% proposed. As a result of SO’s work with WEF, the
document has been corrected and reissued. SO received a letter confirming this and will
copy to WFOE group. NOx is a mixture of gases, as explained on London Air Quality
website. SO suggests that we need to challenge Wandsworth Council. Firstly: are they
happy with the revised figures, bearing in mind they are much lower than the original
statement suggested? And secondly there are issues about comparability of
Wandsworth’s aims with other boroughs and with GLA/Mayor’s ambitions. This might be
put to Leonie Cooper. From the Wandsworth angle, the letter should go to Houda Al
Sharifi Director of Public Health and to elected Councillors. as well.
SO agreed to do an initial draft of the letter which would be sent by TGB on behalf of
WFOE. The letter needs to point out that the Wandsworth Air Quality Action plan is
weaker than originally set out, which was hardly an ambitious document. The tone of the
WFOE approach should be conciliatory and helpful.

SO,
TGB

JL raised the topic of Diesel fuelled cars, remarking that it still appears that diesel cars are
being actively marketed and sold even though there was a groundswell against diesel as
a fuel. SM was not happy with Friends of the Earth promoting a diesel scrappage scheme.
TGB thought that the cost of diesel scrappage shouldn't fall entirely on the local authority
or Government but should be funded at leased in part by in the car companies.
In passing JL also thought it applaudable that Client Earth had forced HMG to release
their National Air Quality Plan thus exposing its weakness.
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WFOE letter to National Election Candidates: it was agreed that that we should draft a
letter to the election candidates, questioning their approach to nature and environment.
SM commented that Central FOE had sent out a list of asks to be used in approaching
candidates to which we need to add any local issues. There was a discussion about our
approach and it was agreed that we should go to the" top four" party candidates in each
case, though we don't think there's any point in approaching UKIP, who appear to be a
spent force. In effect this means that there would be 12 letters, four to each of the three
constituency candidates for Wandsworth.
JL agreed to research the candidates list with contact information and share with WFOE.

JL

TGB to draft an initial letter based on national FOE asks

TGB

Heathrow expansion: Consultation open until May 25. JL has sent personal comments
and TGB asked if the group wished to make a submission. There was some discussion of
the relevance of responding or indeed taking any Direct action in the face of the
government’s statement that the new runway will go ahead, but views were expressed
that protest and objections will continue and so it is still relevant that WFOE are continuing
to protest. TGB believed that National FOE policy is that we do not need any expansion of
airport capacity in the UK at all.

MG thought that no one would take much notice of a questioning detailed
response to the consultation, but we could just put in a submission saying that we
object to the runway per se. MG agreed to draft a letter which could be sent on
behalf of WFOE in response to the consultation.

MG

There was a discussion of the relative cost of rail travel compared with flying and it All
was concluded that this is largely due to the heavy subsidy of air travel. It was
agreed that we might try to find out more about this.
20 MPH roll out and enforcement: JL asked if something could be done about the
enforcement of the new 20 mile an hour speed limits in Wandsworth. Her street was one
of the first to be designated 20MPH, but cars mostly seem to take no notice. MG and SM
pointed out that the police are carrying out speed checks in the borough and that it is
possible to get an individual checking in your street by contacting LBW Community Road
Watch. There was a discussion about the difference between ANPRs (automatic number
plate recognition devices) and ordinary speed sensors and MG believed that only speed
sensors are available for Community Road Watch activities.
Pesticides, bees and pollinator paths: SM pointed out that there is a local project being
promoted by LSX (London Sustainability Exchange) called "Pollinator paths”– http://
www.lsx.org.uk/event/pollinator-paths/ that we could collaborate with and support. The
contact person is Hanna Gardiner, who had earlier been in touch with WFOE. One way of
supporting this initiative would be simply to pass on contact information and details for the
project to our distribution list. Maybe also, we should tweet on the subject.
Trees in Wandsworth: SM asked if the group was aware of the horse chestnut trees
coming down and while she hadn't had the opportunity to delve into the rights and wrongs
of the case she was absolutely certain that trees shouldn't be chopped down during the
nesting season. This had been a ongoing saga and there had been an independent tree
expert Report pointing out that it wasn't necessary to fell all of the trees. SM sympathised
with the Council to some extent because of the potential health and safety liability issue
and noted that they had proposed to plant new trees. These, of course, would be
immature and take a long time to effectively replace the trees that were removed, but
again, councils are under pressure to save money and it seems to be a cheap option.
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TGB pointed out that Lynn was following up on the potential loss of trees at the north end
of King Georges Park due to the Tideway project and had also been concerned about the
loss of trees along Swandon Way caused by the B&Q development. TGB noted that the
B&Q development had yet again been refused by Wandsworth planning committee. There
was a discussion about building height versus footprint and how there was the balance to
be struck between commercial viability, and available space for green landscaping and
mature trees and the balance between footprint as against height as a way of achieving
commercial densities.
There was a continuing discussion about the changing character occurring in Wandsworth
as a new developments Took place which tend to be isolated blocks with space around
rather than continuous street frontages which could be argued to provide a more
protective environment. Thus the urban pattern is radically changing in Wandsworth.
Recycling & composting: Martin Cobley is leading an initiative to encourage residents to
compost their food waste. He is promoting hot composers which are sealed and allow
both animal and vegetable food waste to be composted. On the day after the meeting SM
would be participating in a photo opportunity to promote the project. SM had brought a
small bag of compost that she had made to the meeting as a marker for National
Composting Week which was the week of the meeting. We could send out the link to
Martin Cobley’s project. It is receiving funding through the Wandsworth Grant Fund for a
composting project run by a partnership of the Wendelsworth Residents Association,
Wandsworth Environment Forum and the Western Riverside Waste Authority. The project
aims to set up ‘hotbins’ in various community locations around the borough, including the
Wendelsworth Estate in Wandsworth, which will demonstrate how to compost food waste
that cannot be put on a conventional compost heap, including meat, fish and bones. http://
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/13939/recycle_your_food_waste .
Policy for London Walking and cycling: While this might be considered Wandsworth
Living Streets territory, SM pointed out that the Mayoral Transport Policy for London is due
for release in June and is something that WFOT should comment on. It is expected to
have an emphasis on walking/Cycling. WFOE members had gone to the Friends of the
Earth gathering ‘An Evening with London's Deputy Mayor for the Environment’ on April
11,m at which a short presentation was made by Shirley Rodrigues who is the
Environment Deputy Mayor. TGB commented that the presentation seemed quite well
structured, but was very short and clearly marked an early stage in drawing up proposals.
The event was a typical FOE one in which participants were split into smaller groups to
discuss specific topics. This often means getting diverted from the important issues. The
draft Environment Strategy is still in the pipeline.
There was a discussion of the impact of the school run on London's traffic and a notable
difference during school holidays.
Divestment of LBW Pension fund: SM said a Labour candidate canvassing had told her
that Wandsworth Council Finance Officer does not believe in Climate Change. TGB had to
do what he had promised with regard to Wandsworth Council divesting its pension fund
from fossil fuels. A freedom of information response had indicated a proportion of about 2
1/2% of the pension fund being invested in fossil fuel companies and so it would be very
easy for Wandsworth to move out of these investments. It could be pointed out to them
that It was an easy win and it would make the Council look good. TGB would get onto this
as soon as possible.

TGB

Council’s vehicle fleets–fuel policy: TGB intended to get onto questioning WBC about
their vehicle fleet with respect to environmental issues such as air pollution and climate
change. JL remarked that she had drawn the Council’s attention to the limousine that the
mayor drives around, questioning its justifiability. SM recounted an anecdote about the
Mayor’s attendance at an Active Wandsworth Festival event, when he turned up in the
mayoral car, which subsequently got parking ticket!

TGB
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MG thought that Wandsworth Council was keen to run its vehicle fleet on LPG etc. and
now have electric vehicles. It was agreed that a FOI request for information on the
Wandsworth(/Richmond?) vehicle fleet would be a starting point. Leased vehicles have
less branding on them, so easier to sell on.
MG suggested that Mark Madement Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive
Mark Maidment m.maidment@richmond.gov.uk might be the contact to approach
regarding vehicle policy and TGB undertook to follow up.

TGB

Pavement parking: JL was concerned about the continuing pavement parking in her area
which, though sanctioned by the Council, has become less controlled due to the faintness
of markings. On the other side of the pavement hedges also encroach into the footpath.
MG and SM pointed out that the council can be contacted regarding encroachments on
the pavement, although it seems action might be slow. There was no conclusion about
what might be done about pavement parking at the meeting.

3)

Huge animated advertisement signs going up around
Wandsworth: TGB asked if the group had concerns about these signs. Clearly the
Council or maybe TfL is making a lot of money by granting consent for the signs. SM
raised the issue of safety and distraction of the large animated advertisement signs that
are springing up all over Wandsworth. TGB might do a FOI request on the issues relating
to the illuminated advertisement. power usage one question at a time

TGB

AOB: SM encouraged everyone to try to see the film ‘Citizen Jane’ which is about the

All

American journalist and polemicist Jane Jacobs, a documentary about 1 1/2 hours is
currently showing at Clapham Picture House, £8 a ticket. Jane Jacobs famously wrote
‘The death and Life of American Cities’, a seminal book that argued for the value of the
street as a place and social focus at around the time of Rachel Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’.
Robert Moses, architect planner in New York in the fifties & sixties wanted to remove
‘slums’ and Jane Jacobs fought against that. TGB mentioned that there is still a Jane
Jacobs website.

MG reported that WFOE now only have one bank account. Our funds have been
successfully transferred to Metrobank. We have £296 in the bank. Once again the
group thanked MG for all his hard work in this respect.
TGB thought that the group needed a banner for when we stage a stall, so
perhaps we could invest in a banner. MG suggested we get a flag type banner
(that shouldn’t get blown over) rather than the flat unrolling type as they are more
stable in windy outdoor conditions. TGB wasn’t so keen on the flag shape, but
would look into various possibilities. We also need a new collection box (or two!).

All

JL recounted a story about a conversation with her plumber who knew nothing
about the air pollution issue. It suggests that broadly the public is not really aware
of environmental issues. What we discuss often ‘stays in a bubble’ so awareness
raising is a worthwhile thing. Also noticed people sitting for lengthy periods at the
edge of the carriageway at bus stops. People have to sit down, but it means they
are exposed to high levels of pollution. It can fall off fairly sharply as one moves to
the back of the footpath.
SM raised the suggestion that NO2 monitors should be mounted in the middle of
parks to see if pollution is bad there as well.
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The discussion moved on to the pollution sensor tube that we had mounted earlier.
In response to TGB’s question about comparing the criterion of annual average
pollution level to that shown by a monitor over a two-week period, it is unlikely that
pollution levels are constant and we don't know if the time of our monitoring was a
typical two weeks. It is possible to check with London Air. Regarding getting more
tubes, TGB reported that ordering the pack of ten had been raised at a recent
WEF meeting by Vicki Carol. It was recorded in the minutes that if enough people
wanted to mount a sensor TGB you would obtain a pack of 10. Nobody had asked
for one though. There is a general feeling that the case is established. Clearly if
we were to mount tubes in parks there would be a need to get a ladder to mount
the tube. Getting a ladder into a park twice might be an issue. FOE recommends
that tubes are mounted at 4 metres. SM was shocked at this as others had
mounted sensors at 2.5 metres*. JL would like us to get 10 tubes, though we have
to be careful about shelf life and each one has to be mounted for two weeks.
TGB to explore possibilities
4)

TGB

Date of next meeting and schedule of meetings
Meetings are now be bimonthly on the second Wednesday of the month and so
the next meeting will be on July 12.
Following meetings will be:
September 27**
November 8
Christmas drinks December 13
* POST MEETING NOTE: reference to the mounting instructions made it clear that
4 m is the maximum mounting hight.
** Unavailability of 13th
The meeting concluded at about 21:00hours

Terry Brown 16-19/05/2017 Rev 13/06/2017
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Are

Possible campaigning/activity topics
Really need one or two is issues to campaign on positively. These
need to be local, topical and relevant. Might be best to keep oﬀ
the issues that are already being tackled by other groups? List
discussed and edited at the meeting 10/05/17.
1) Letters to election candidates
Who are they? Which constituencies? Which Parties? Need list!
2) Air Quality–but what is to be done? School run and air
pollution? Council misinformation–progress? Air quality monitors.
3) Trees in Wandsworth
4) Policy for London Walking and cycling
5) Divestment of LBW Pension fund
6) Council’s vehicle fleets–fuel policy
7) Pavement parking
8) Pesticides, bees and pollinator paths
9) Heathrow expansion Submitting comments still possible as
consultation
closes on May 25. https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/heathrowexpansiondraft-airports-national-policy-statement
10) Huge animated advertisement signs going up around
Wandsworth
11) Recycling & composting (national compost week)
12) 20 MPH roll out and enforcement
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