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Wandsworth Friends of the Earth: Group Meeting
January 11, 2017

Note Action

1) Welcome, attendees and apologies 
Those present were as follows:
Mike Grahn
Peter McLoughlin
Lynne McNulty
Susie Morrow
Terry Brown– Coordinator
We welcomed Jeanette Leigh

During the meeting, Mr A C Bright asked to be added to our mailing list

Apologies were received from:
Paul Dinsdale
Stuart Oliver

2) Group members news and activities: 
Terry explained the proposal that each group member give a short account of their 
FOE relevant thoughts and activity. We went around the table.

i) Susie Morrow
Susie hadn’t committed to any specific actions but recalled her involvement in the 
letter that was drafted in the end by Stuart to go to  Houda Al Sharifi, Wandsworth 
Director of Public Health, probing Council activities on air pollution in the Borough 
and their quantitative impacts. This was sent on behalf of Wandsworth 
Environment Forum.  Stuart had also undertaken to draft letters on air pollution 
and climate change issues to our three members of Parliament. Rosina Allin Khan 
has said she will take an interest in air pollution. 

Jeanette was concerned as to the actions that Wandsworth were taking on air 
quality and Susie pointed out that there is an Air Quality Action Plan, but we 
question the actions proposed and the minor impacts they will have. For example, 
in spite of all the attention given to Putney High Street, it has still fallen well below 
permissible levels at the beginning of this year.  Susie is involved as Chair of 
Wandsworth Living Streets (WLS) in other activities addressing air pollution.

.
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ii) Mike Grahn
Mike explained that he has commitments that do not permit him to lead on an 
individual topic, but offered to pick up on any environmental issues that might 
impinge on the healthcare sector and in particular with respect to St George’s 
Hospital. As Treasurer Mike had spent a lot of time arranging a new Bank account 
for WFOE, as our previous banker wanted to make charges. It was acknowledged 
that it had taken a considerable amount of effort to find and settle the new bank 
account. Thanks essentially to Mike’s efforts, we  now have an account with 
Metrobank. Because of potential complications, Mike is the only signatory but 
Terry is the other named representative of the group and has to access to the 
banking details.

Mike is also doing a research project on pedestrian crossings  on behalf of WLS. 
Jeanette thought that timing on crossings is often inadequate for pedestrians and 
Mike explained that his paper is to do with the often long waiting time for 
pedestrians to cross not the time allowance on the green light. Susie was 
concerned that crossings don’t cater adequately for the visually impaired.

iii) Jeanette Leigh
Jeanette referred to a Radio 4 Today Program item on Thursday, January 5 about 
Owen Patterson’s allegation that agricultural development is being stifled in UK by 
EU protectionism. POST MEETING NOTE: see appendix 1 for review of this radio 
item. Jeanette said that Justine Greening is to be talking about air quality on 
February 9 at St Mary’s Church. Lynne interjected that Justine is also Chair of 
Tideway Liaison Committee.

iv) Lynne McNulty
The Tideway project involves works at the northern tip of King George’s Park. At 
the Buckhold Road gate an air shaft and long term ventilation shaft will be 
constructed at the expense of 21 trees. Lynne had also queried  ‘red dots’ on trees 
with ‘Enable’, the Council’s implant contractor. Regarding the Tideway planning 
application and consequences, Lynne explained that it is difficult to raise peoples 
interest and there are not enough interested people nearby to form a pressure 
group. This is because it has becaome an area of closely packed high rise many 
of which are buy to let and there is a high turnover of tenancies. Added to which 
many people in the nearby council blocks are unwilling to engage with the council. 
Susie said that the London Assembly is looking at green spaces across the 
Borough and Leonie Cooper is both a Wandsworth assembly representative and 
chair of the GLA Environment Committee, so might be able to help.  

The Wandsworth Society didn't seem to have much interest in the project other 
than the retention of the park gates. The Soufield Grid association are also 
relatively unconcerned. Susie recalled that there was a King George’s Park 
Management Advisory Committee, but is not sure it still functions.  Terry asked if 
there would be a building on the site on completion and Lynne explained that there 
would be a small unit, a sizeble area of hard standing, seating, lighting and a 
sunken flower bed as flood mitigation (even though bats have been recorded on 
site). It seems that there is a Section 106 agreement with Thames Water to 
‘improve’ the park’s unbuilt on space - to turn this “underused” part of the
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park into a multi-functional space which will possibly include a cafe. There is still 
opportunity to question and possibly improve the scheme. Lynne was concerned 
about vandalism for anything we consider that might be vulnerable such as young 
trees and flower beds. The possibility of a land use switch, say the play area 
moved to this area and space found further south for wildness. The proposals will 
be put to a public meeting some time in February and it was agreed that Lynne 
would track timing and let WFOE know so we can go along. The site is not 
cordoned off yet. We might lobby the London Assembly on this topic as well.
 
On the broader aspect of green space in the borough there is a London Assembly 
map of london green spaces.  There is also the Wandle Rain Gardens project  
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/wandle-rain-gardens and Hannah Gardiner’s project 
looking to engage people in Wandsworth in wildlife gardening and potentially 
create biodiversity stepping stones in South London. She is working in 
Wandsworth between Battersea and Richmond Park, both of these are home to a 
variety of wildlife including specific birds and insects she is concerned about. She 
has particularly noted London National Park City pollinator friendly spaces and 
that Wandle Valley Trust encourages stepping stones. She suggests that the 
formation of three large areas (in the community gardens) and 45 small ‘stepping 
stones’ (on peoples balconies) to provide forage for pollinators and certain other 
species between the large parks (Richmond, tooting and Battersea) in the area 
could be beneficial to these species. Particularly in conjunction with creating
habitat for them.

Other comments on potential subjects for a WFOE focus with regard to improving 
green space in the borough include St Georges Hospital which is not very green 
and the ‘little wild triangle’ adjacent allotments adjacent King George's Park as 
well as the edge of the Wandle ( a vole reserve apparently). We need to fomulate 
some “asks” for green spaces generally. A lobbyist dressed as a bee could have a 
lot of impact! Susie had done this about two years ago when campaigning against 
neonicotinides. There is also possible action regarding commercial promotion and 
high use of pesticides and the gardeners’ approach which is all about kill! kill! kill! 

v) Peter McLoughlin
Peter is concerned about air quality and wondered what can be done about this? 
Clearly less cars would be a great help, but how can this be achieved? General 
discussion of pollution impacts of cars followed, including, 20 MPH limits and 
whether drivers obey them, whether car air conditioning cuts down the pollution 
inside cars. Cars are commonly occupied by only one person but public transport 
is expensive unless you have a Freedom Pass. Public transport is relatively 
expensive when compared to walking or cycling. However, running a car is also 
not cheap (assuming the car will be replaced, so that the lifetime cost to the owner 
is considered) and this suggests that it's cheaper to not have a car and to use 
(even our rather expensive) public transport. POST MEETING NOTE: See 
Appendix 2 for further thoughts from Susie.

In this light one might ask: Is the Freedom Pass sustainable? It may be cheaper to 
fund older people on public transport to save NHS costs due to ill health caused 
by lack of exercise. Terry wondered how these messages can be got across to 
people living in a mostly artificial and often virtual world. Peter was also concerned
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about litter. Voluntary clearing is a possibility and some groups already do 
collections e.g. Wandle clearance.

The discussion turned to open space again. Everyone should have access to 
natural space and the school curriculum should include nature awareness and 
gardening perhaps. The curriculum is being cut back to essentials. However, 
Justine Greening should be able to comment on the possibility of growing and 
cooking food being on the curriculum.  A discussion on imported food v seasonality 
followed. 

vi) Terry Brown
Terry had been looking at two issues. The first was climate change and the second 
was the Wandsworth town centre improvement. Regarding climate change he was 
concerned that it is not getting enough air time and is trying to develop a strategy 
that addresses different levels of engagement from central government to citizens 
and consumers. Susie thought our individual strengths lay in Civic Society and 
political action and we  need to lobby local politicians as well as the London 
Assembly and Leone Cooper.

Terry thought Wandsworth Council could be lobbied regarding  divestment,  but 
had got bogged down on Council website with committees and agendas. Susie 
suggested that a way in is to approach  the secretary of a committee. As well as 
pension fund divestment the Council’s use of energy in buildings, vehicles etc. 
might be questioned. Lynne believes that there is a Council Environmental Policy 
that includes changing boilers. Sustainability as an issue and Environmental 
Management might be checked. Does Wandsworth have ISO 14001 accreditation. 
Mike thought a way to get to this might be through a freedom of information 
request via foi@wandsworth.gov.uk 

Regarding Wandsworth Town Centre Improvement Terry had not had the time to 
go into this complex scheme sufficiently.  Susie had received answers to some 
Mayoral questions about the Town Centre and will let us have these. She is very 
concerned about the connectivity of the ‘northern riverside village’ development to 
the town centre across Armoury Way .  

3) Comments on previous meeting note
There were no comments on the previous meeting note.

4) Coordinators report
Terry said he was now sending out emails received from National FOE in case 
others weren't seeing them and that if there's anything to be raised as a result of 
these it could be discussed subsequent meetings.

5) WFOE proposed Local Campaigns & Activities
No specific campaigns and activities were agreed on. Individual group members to 
continue to pursue their interests as set out above.
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6) AOB 
As touched on above WFOE now officially has a new bank account. Mike is sole 
signatory but Terry can look at everything and close the account if needs be for 
some unlikely reason. Metrobank has quite good green credentials.  

Group members are advised that the next meeting will be the AGM and formal 
notice will be sent out with the meeting notes that the AGM will held on March 8. 
there are currently two Group posts and nominations for posts may be submitted 
for the two current posts, Coordinator and Treasurer.  Terry wondered if there 
should also be a Secretary. If anybody would like to nominate themselves or 
someone else for Secretary, Treasurer or Coordinator, nominations close a week 
before the AGM. Mike is prepared to stand again as Treasurer. Terry is happy to 
step aside if someone else wants to take over, but is otherwise happy to stand and 
continue. Voting, if necessary, will take place at the AGM. Susie suggested that 
rather than having more officers, smaller rolls or tasks could be allocated, such as 
managing at the twitter feed. 
 
There was no other business. 

7) Date of next meeting and schedule of meetings
Meetings will now be bimonthly on the second Wednesday and so the next 
meeting and AGM Will be on March 8. Following meetings will be:
May 10 
July 12
September 13
November 8
We might just consider Christmas drinks sometime in December! The meeting 
concluded at about 21:15 hours
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Appendix 1: Today Programme Item on Agriculture
The item is explained on the Radio 4 Website as follows: ‘British farmers grow less 
than they could, they cannot improve their productivity in the way American 
farmers can thanks to the EU's "insane hostility to innovation". That was the claim 
made by the former Environment Secretary Owen Paterson on the programme 
yesterday (January 4), saying that he had recently visited the headquarters of 
chemical company BASF and heard their concerns. We speak to Paul Leonard, 
the head of innovation technology policy for BASF, and Molly Scott Cato, a Green 
MEP who sits on the Agricultural Committee at the EU parliament.’ 

On the programme itself the BSAF spokesman was concerned that EU is blocking 
development of Biotechnology, Gene editing, GM, etc, all of which allegedly would 
lead to more efficient (intensive) farming. Molly Scott Cato MEP disagreed about 
the alleged EU red tape and was concerned to ensure the health and safety of 
citizens of Europe. Neonicotinides in particular and other powerful chemicals 
needed to be controlled. BASF  do not produce Neonicotinides according to Paul 
Leonard, who argued that the Americans grow more because of less restriction on 
“progressive” biotechnologies.  Scott Cato argued that Americans consume unsafe 
food. 

What will happen post Brexit?  Innovation principal is  supported by €2M on 
lobbying. Scott Cato explained that there are two different attitudes to farming and 
soil. One is based on simply regarding the soil as a medium for a lot of chemicals 
to produce a lot of food that creates dependency among farmers and increasing 
use of pesticides and hormones in agriculture, which all posed risks to long term 
farming and public health while chemical companies wanted to sell their products. 
The alternative that regarded the soil as a living ecosystem that needed nurturing 
was best for successful crops,  more jobs, carbon sequestration and wildlife. 

Appendix 2: Comparative transport costs
Susie adds: Regarding public transport v car costs, I guess the point to make is 
that public transport is relatively expensive when compared to walking or cycling.  
However, running a car is also not cheap (assuming the car will be replaced, so 
that the lifetime cost to the owner is considered) - so I'd guess it's cheaper to not 
have a car and to use (even our rather expensive) public transport i.e. 

Costs to individual who doesn't have free public transport:
car ownership & use little public transport is more expensive than moderate use of 
public transport & car-free, which is in turn more expensive than little public 
transport, mainly walking and cycling

Terry adds: The rider to this is that some people travel much more and go much 
further than others. Even so owning a car is still likely to prove the most expensive 
option (assuming you leave convenience, status, exclusivity and other base 
instincts out of the equation) see http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/cars/
article-1633412/Calculator-True-cost-running-car.html 
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