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Note
1)

Action

Welcome and Apologies
Those present were as follows:
Mike Grahn
Susie Morrow
Lynne McNulty
Stuart Oliver
Terry Brown-Coordinator
Apologies were received from:
Paul Dinsdale
Peter McLoughlin
Jesse Cox

2)

Previous Meeting Note and comments:
The last published notes were from the meeting of August 17, because the
group hadn't met in September as two group members attended the London
Regional Park City event at the Festival Hall, the October meeting was curtailed
due to lack of attendance and the November meeting was cancelled due to
other pressures. It was agreed that the notes of August 17 would be referred to
when we came on to the discussion of proposed Group activities and actions

3)

Group Bank Account
a) It was agreed that the group should open a bank account with Metrobank on
behalf of Wandsworth Friends of the Earth.
b) It was agreed that key officials would be Terry Brown (Co-ordinator) and Mike
Grahn (Treasurer) and that they should also be signatories for the bank account.

4)

National Affiliation
Terry reported that he had paid the annual affiliation fee to the National Friends
of the Earth and would be seeking to recover this payment from the WFOE
account.

5)

WFOE proposed Local Campaigns & Activities
Terry suggested that the actions proposed for various activities in the previous
notes (August 17) should be reviewed. It was acknowledged that the group is
still quite small and that's resources are therefore limited. It was considered
better to tackle only one or two key activities and to decide on tangible action,
rather than spread ourselves too thinly. The following was noted.
1) Air quality & pollution: In spite of the number of groups who are addressing
air-pollution there was an enthusiasm for WFOE to get involved. It was agreed
that the pollution case was proven and therefore there was no need for WFOE
to get involved with air-quality monitoring. After some discussion it was agreed
that Stuart would draft a letter to our three Wandsworth MPs raising the issue of
air quality and pollution in the Borough.

SO
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2) Climate change: All are agreed that this is an extremely pressing issue that
isn't being addressed by central or local government with sufficient energy
directed at the true causes. Some group members felt that the problem was just
too large to be dealt with on a local basis and indeed there was a feeling that
"climate change fatigue" had set in. Terry acknowledged that he hadn't got as far
as hoped with this, but wished to continue to look further into it. In the interim, it
was agreed that Stuart would include a reference to climate change in his letter
to the members of parliament.

SO &
TGB

3) Mayor’s attitude to a third runway at Heathrow: This was discussed and
Sadiq Khan favours a new runway at Gatwick. TGB was of the opinion that air
travel demand is ‘sexed up’ and, with appropriate habits and a true
representation of the cost of flying, it would already have peaked. If there were
to be a campaign it should be for no new runways in London at all. The Group
still needs to give this further thought.

All

4) Public green space in London: There was further discussion of this topic
but it didn't didn’t lead to a clear approach to concerns about the possible
erosion of green open space in the Borough. The following topics were touched
on:
Atkins Study “Public Open Space in Wandsworth”
A lack of open space in East Putney
The London Regional Park City
Pocket and mini-parks
The pushing of hitherto public open space into private ownership
Lynn agreed to contact the Open Space Society to raise these concerns. It was
also agreed that the group will give more thought to how the importance of
nature in the city and its relationship to well-being and public health could be
further pursued.

LMcN
& All

5) Divesting from fossil fuels
This was not discussed in detail at the meeting, but previously we had agreed
that we should find a way to approach Wandsworth Borough Council on the
subject of investments (pension funds?), fuel fore the Council vehicle fleet and
energy sources for Council facilities.

7) Fallout from Tooting By-election
Dr Rosena Allin-Khan had offered to meet FOE. Susie is a tooting
constituent and so we have the opportunity to meet with Ms Allin-Khan. It
was agreed that we need to put together a List of subjects for the
discussion. We should not lose sight of this possibility though we are
clearly not ready yet for such a meeting yet.

All

8) Wandsworth Town Centre/Gyratory Proposals:
There is strong feeling amongst some group members that the scheme
for Wandsworth town centre Falls well short of a acceptability for
pedestrians and cyclists.
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Terry argued that it at least would be an improvement over the current
TGB
situation which is an environmental disaster and a health and safety
hazard. The discussion, however, still continues about the TfL/WBC
proposals to ‘improve’ the town centre by modifying the current gyratory
system to cut down on traffic passing through the town centre itself and
we shouldn't lose sight of the fact that we need to continue to monitor the
scheme as it still had a number of shortcomings. It was acknowledged
that the proposals are quite complex to understand and it might require a
WFOE working group to look into the current manifestation of the
scheme. TGB agreed to try to co-ordinate this activity.
5)

Date of next meeting
It was agreed that we should switch to bimonthly meetings rather than
monthly, as this might allow more time between meetings to actually
pursue issues more effectively. It was therefore agreed that meetings
during 2017 would be bimonthly, starting in January and continuing with
the odd-numbered months. The first meeting is fixed for January 11 as
third Wednesdays clash with another event attended by group members

All

Terry Brown

TGB 02016-1220

3 of 3

