
Wandsworth Friends of the Earth

Meeting Monday 13th April, 2015 
Those present:, Rosemary Harris, Lynne McNulty, Terry Brown.

Terry welcomed Rosemary to the meeting. Rosemary currently works at FoE Headquarters office 
in Stockwell and lives in Tooting.

Apologies: Kyle Christie, Susie Morrow, Mike Grahn

Notes of last meeting
• The notes of the last meeting were accepted without comment.

Recycling video
• Terry explained the thoughts behind the recycling video, but confessed that progress had been 

slow. The excuse for the hold-up had been the lack of cooperation by the Western Riverside 
Waste Authority contractors, who had not agreed to filming on the site. It was accepted that this 
should not have held us up and Terry undertook to try breath new life Into the video project. 

• The discussion confirmed the need for reinforcing public confidence in recycling and explaining 
the distinction between recyclable and non-recyclable refuse. 

• It was suggested that, rather than the video, a FoE stall with real people, perhaps at a local 
shopping centre, with leaflets explaining what the video might have dealt with could also be a 
good idea. 

• It was agreed that these thoughts should be developed. 

CREW report
• Terry gave a very brief report of progress with CREW, also explaining background for the benefit 

of Rosemary. The two current projects, Henry Prince Estate and the SHARE were touched on.

FoE national campaigns
• Terry explained that he was hoping to revisit the FoE national campaigns with a view to 

reinvigorating the Wandsworth group’s interest in them.
• Rosemary outlined the current FoE National campaigns:
• Run on sun: 1000 schools throughout the country were now looking to get involved in solar 

micro generation. In view of CREW, this was still a possibility for Wandsworth FoE to get involved 
in.

• The Bee Cause: FoE is going to continue with this campaign through the coming months, which 
aims to draw the attention of the public to the dangers of certain pesticides to the bee population. 
The campaign also distributes " bee friendly" plant seeds and printed material on how to save 
bees and improve the bee habitat to interested people.

• Frack off: this campaign continues and in particular currently aims to lobby parliamentary 
candidates to gain commitment to put a stop to Fracking in the UK.

• A fair, global climate deal Friends of the Earth is campaigning for a fair global climate 
deal. This means that rich countries need to cut their emissions faster and help 
developing countries to change over to clean energy. FoE maintains that the UK needs 
to cut its emissions by 75% by 2030, but the Government’s plans are a long way from 
achieving this.

• Overarching goals: Rosemary explained that FoE Head office are currently giving a lot 
of thought to new overarching goals. The aim is to arrive at some kind of holistic 
campaigning stance, unifying various campaigning issues within a single, easily grasped 
approach.
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Other possibilities for action
• An opportunity exists for other possible actions relating to the friends of the 

environmental Philosophy. Terry confirmed that he would like to hear from group 
members about any topics they would like to bring forward.

• Further discussion was left to future meetings.

Responses from election candidates:
• With the help of Stuart and Susie a letter had been prepared as promised and sent out to 

the majority of the election candidates for Putney, Battersea and Tooting. Emails had 
been established for most of the candidates (Thanks Kyle) with the exception of UKIP, 
who had to be approached through the UKIP website, but not as individuals.

• The following were approached: 
• Battersea: Will Martindale (Lab), Jane Ellison (Con), Luke Taylor (LibDem), Joe Stuart 

(Grn)
• Putney: Sheila Boswell (Lab), Justine Greening (Con), Andrew Hallett (LibDem), Chris 

Poole (Grn)
• Tooting: Sadiqu Khan (Lab), Dan Watkins (Con), Philip Ling (LibDem), Esther Obiri-

Darko (Grn)
• The response has so far been underwhelming! Only three candidates have responded: 

Jane Ellison, Philip Ling, Chris Poole. Copies of responses attached.

Publicity, recruitment and stands- possible events
• Having said that he would try to encourage those on the distribution list to attend 

meetings in the coming months, Terry has started sending individual emails to all on the 
distribution list to establish their current status and interest. This is an on-going activity.

• Please could those emailed please respond, whether still interested or not, so that the 
distribution list may be updated.

• It was agreed that the group will continue to explore the possibilities available for a 
Wandsworth FoE stall at future events

• POST MEETING NOTE: We receive notices from FoE when fundraisers are canvassing 
our area and having caught up with these Terry will aim to pass them on to the group. 

AOB
• No further matters were raised.

Next Meeting
It was agreed to return to the normal monthly schedule and so the next meeting will be Tuesday 
May 5 at the Brewers Inn, 147 East Hill, London SW18 2QB. Meeting to start at 19:30 hours.

Terry Brown 02015-0422

Page �  of �2 2

https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=the+brewers+inn&fb=1&gl=uk&hq=the+brewers+inn&hnear=0x4876093778987453:0x4c3f21b23e3e35ec,Kingston+upon+Thames&cid=0,0,1417753265161613908&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A

